WERA committee meeting 17th January 2023
Held at 46 Redston Road

Present: George Walker, Sally Walker, Jeff Probst, Richard Green, Ursula Maestranzi, Joyce Rosser

1. Apologies for absence were received from Michael Newman and Fiona Gaughan.

2. Minutes of the committee meeting 7th September 2022 were noted.

3. Minutes of the AGM 20th October 2022 were noted. This was the first AGM since 2019 because of Covid. Fewer people attended than in previous years, some due to illness and possibly also because it was held in autumn rather than summer.

4. Matter arising
a) In November WERA received notification that the developer’s appeal to the Planning Inspectorate over the Council’s refusal of the development on Priory Common Orchard (110a Priory Road) had been rejected. This decision has been widely welcomed.
b) In October WERA organised an initial work session on the planters in front of The Priory. This has opened them up and made them more attractive. Further work sessions are planned. This is part of building more links with The Priory residents. WERA has made contact with the local sheltered housing manager who is based at Bedale House in Boyton Road.
5. WERA financial report
A further £310 WERA subs had been paid in since the AGM in October, resulting in a balance of £623.09. But after deducting £180 held for Danvers Road Street Party Fund this left £443.09. In addition a further £276.19 is due to be deducted for website hosting (two years). This would result in £166.90 in WERA funds. A cheque for £36 from Danvers Road subs was submitted at the meeting, giving a total of £202.90.

6. WERA website and email group 
These are both going well under George’s management. He reported on the changes he has made regarding default to sender. He undertook to investigate the costs associated with maintaining the WERA website.

7. WERA Chair and other committee members
In over 20 years WERA has never strictly adhered to its original 1996 constitution which says “The Association shall be managed by the General Committee consisting of a representative from each road in the area, who shall elect from their number a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.” In fact, the WERA AGM has always been asked to vote for Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and Road Reps, as well as some additional committee members. 

Following Jim Jenk’s standing down at the October AGM there is a vacancy for Chair. It was agreed to wait to see if anyone offers to be Chair and in the meantime have a rotating chair. Joyce said that she could continue as Secretary. 

Joyce is also Treasurer. She reported that most of the work collecting subs has always been done by the Road Reps. Since Covid this has changed with most residents now paying their subs online or otherwise taking it round to their Road Rep. She noted one outstanding problem – we still need to work out how to make online payments from WERA TSB bank account. 

There are currently Road Reps for Danvers Road (Jeff), Park Avenue North (Richard), Priory Avenue (Sally and George), Redston Road (Ursula) and Warner Road (Fiona). This means there are vacancies for the following roads: Clovelly & Baden Roads; Linzee Road; and Priory Road. Jim Jenks sent a flyer around Clovelly & Baden Roads asking for someone to take over but with no response. Being a Road Rep used to be a heavy job – distributing newsletters and other mailings and, particularly, collecting subs door to door. Now and in future most people can pay their subs online.

There has been some recent good news with new committee members. As well as Fiona taking over as Warner Road rep, Michael has joined the committee as a “community representative”. There is another possible committee member under this heading. In addition there a number of other local residents who have played a really helpful role (eg working on recommended tradespeople list). 

8.  Alexandra Palace and Park Statutory Advisory Committee and APP Consultative Committee representatives
The WERA representatives on the committees (Jim Jenks and Adrian Thomas) stood down at the WERA AGM. Joyce attended the APP Statutory Advisory Committee meeting as WERA rep in November. WERA still needs to have a rep on the APP Consultative Committee.

9. OWL and Neighbourhood Watch
We are now in Hornsey ward so residents can get Hornsey OWL (Online Watch Link) messages. 

10. Recent weather conditions
During the week in December when snow and ice remained on local roads and pavements (the Council can only spread grit on main roads and pavements), it was suggested that local residents in each WERA road might organise gritting. There was a good response to this suggestion. The grit bin at the bottom of Redston Road has already been refilled. It was agreed to ask for more local grit bins. At least two additional bins have already been requested by different residents (one at the top of PAN by the entrance to the park and another in Clovelly Road). 

11. Traffic 
There has been discussion on the WERA email group about some cars speeding on Priory Road and calls for a speed camera. This will be followed up. The traffic controls on 2022 Fireworks Night had been better than in previous years. There had been traffic problems on New Year’s Eve but these are not due to Alexandra Palace events.

12. Trees
Richard reported that Haringey’s ‘Trees for Streets’ scheme  (https://sponsor.treesforstreets.org/provider/haringey-council) remains open. Everyone who requested a tree received one or (as confirmed by Sally) has been advised why one cannot be supplied at this time (where, for example, a tree has been recently removed). 

13. Other planning matters
Joyce reported that she makes regular enquiries to the Council about 110 Priory Road which has been empty for over 20 years. A planning application for a crossover at 86 Priory Road was refused by the Council but there has been an appeal to the Planning Inspectorate.

14. Date of next committee meeting This will be in May (with AGM in September)
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