WERA committee meeting 26th April 2022
Held at 46 Redston Road

Present: Jim Jenks (Chair), Sally Walker, Dick Hudson, Richard Green, Ursula Maestranzi, Adrian Thomas, Jeff Probst, Joyce Rosser
1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Ella McPherson, Ros Jenks, Robyn Thomas and George Walker 

2. Minutes of last meeting

The minutes of the last committee held on 25th August 2021 held in Priory Avenue Community Garden were noted (having already been agreed online).

3. 2021 WERA newsletter

This had been distributed in October 2021 with an insert inviting residents to pay their subscriptions online (due to Covid restrictions).

Regarding the appeal over the Priory Common Orchard development, WERA had made a submission to the Government Planning Inspectorate. It has been established that the covenant issue is separate to the appeal and could be taken up with the council as a separate issue.

4. Financial report

Joyce reported that in August 2021 there was £656.49 in WERA funds. No subs had been collected in 2020.  £344 was then spent on design and printing of our 2021 annual newsletter, leaving only £312.49. Between September 2021 and January 2022 there were 120 online payments by WERA residents and by road reps amounting to £615.00 resulting in a total in £927.49 in WERA funds. 

In January 2022 £172.66 was spent on website hosting leaving £754.83 in WERA funds. Since January there had been one further subs payment of £3. £50.97 had been paid for ink cartridges and £100 to the Larry King appeal (local residents contributed a further £100). This left a total of £606.86 in WERA funds. (The £180 being held for Danvers Road street party is not included in any of these figures.) 

The further £24 from Priory Avenue subs was paid in at the meeting.

Joyce pointed out that we don’t have a central record of residents who have paid their subscriptions but we have never had this (any records have been kept by road reps). 2021 represented a breakthrough with many residents paying their subs online. It was agreed that we should continue with a hybrid system with residents having the option of paying subs online, to their road representative or at a WERA meeting.

7. WERA website and io. Group

The website and io.Group are well used. Lindsey Fowler had put together a list of recommended tradespeople for the website.

George Walker is about to take over management of the website and io.Group from Dick. The committee thanked Dick for all his vital work in setting up and running both the website and email list over many years.

8. WERA AGM and annual report/newsletter

It was agreed that the WERA AGM will be held in October when hopefully Covid will be under control. It was agreed to have a social event after the AGM as was done for the 2018 and 2019 AGMs.

Jim had already announced that he would be stepping down as Chair but agreed to continue until the AGM. One or two other WERA committee members might be stepping down (due to leaving the area) but also agreed to continue until the AGM. There was some discussion of the 1996 WERA constitution.

9. Alexandra Palace and Park

Jim has been the WERA representative on the APP Statutory Advisory Committee and Dick the WERA representative on the APP Consultative Committee (both with Adrian as their deputy). At the AGM WERA will need to appoint new representatives to both these bodies. In the meantime, Joyce will inform APP that Adrian will be taking over from Dick on the Consultative Committee. To make matters more complicated, APP will be trialling a system of alternative Consultative Committee and new “Forum” meetings.

Jim reported on two matters coming up: the introduction of parking meters in the Park; and a summer fortnight of outdoor concerts.

10. Neighbourhood Watch/ Safer Neighbourhoods/ Online Watch Link (OWL)

Local residents can join up for the daily messages sent out by PC John Eldered, our local Online Watch Link police officer. Richard will put up the new WERA Neighbourhood Watch signs.

11. Other local activities

a)“Trees for Streets” Richard said that several residents had paid into this scheme but they are still waiting for the trees.

b) Solar power Several residents have been exploring various solar power installation schemes.

12. Any other business

Jim thanked Ros Jenks for her work as joint Clovelly Road/Baden Road road rep with him.

13. Date of next meeting

To be determined.
