

Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of committee meeting 
14th October 2019 held at 46 Redston Road
Present:  Jim Jenks (Chair), Ros Jenks, Joyce Rosser, Sally Walker, George Walker, Jeff Probst, Richard Green, Dick Hudson, Ursula Maestranzi, Jazz Takhar, Alison Walker.
1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Antonia Denford, Adrian Thomas, Robyn Thomas
2. Minutes of meeting held on 8th April were agreed.
3. Matters arising
a) Alexandra Palace Theatre tickets WERA representatives had raised the problem some people have in buying theatre tickets on line (because no box office). APP said that they are looking at machine which might make it possible to buy tickets in East Court. 
b) Ugly bollards in front of Palace along Alexandra Palace Way This had also been raised but APP said that there is no option (no funding for alternatives).
c) Conservation area status for Warner Estate Joyce said that the new appraisals for the seven existing local conservation areas have not yet been undertaken. It was agreed that WERA should have a meeting in the new year on this subject,
4. Minutes of AGM held on 18th July 

Committee members thought that the AGM had been quite successful. The church (as opposed to the usual church hall venue) had worked well and members appreciated the social at the end of the meeting. 

5. Treasurer’s report

Joyce reported that at the AGM we had a balance of £576.31. Since then we had spent £228.48 (£99 AGM flyer; £35.29 AGM papers; £44.19 AGM drinks and food; £50 Hire of Moravian Church for AGM). There had been no other expenditure since these items. We had received £719.40 for 2019/20 subscriptions (Park Avenue North £189; Linzee Road £126; Warner £112; Danvers £38; Redston £162.40; Baden/Clovelly £92). This leaves a balance of £1067.23

At the meeting a further £6 subscriptions (Linzee Road) was received and Sally reported that she had some subscriptions for Priory Avenue to be paid into our bank account.
In addition WERA is holding £180 for Danvers Road street party and £648.42 Hornsey Ward Grant for Rectory Gardens projects.
There was a discussion about whether we should move to an online banking system. At the least it would be helpful if committee members could pay in WERA funds by bank transfer (some are already doing this) rather than by cheque/cash. Members might be offered the option of paying their £3 subs by bank transfer but this would require a treasurer able to inform road representatives as and when any subs came in directly to the bank. However it was pointed out that road reps collecting subs door to door provides an opportunity to meet members.  
6. Alexandra Palace and Park
Jim thanked Adrian Thomas for his detailed report on the last APP Statutory/Advisory Committee which neither he nor Dick had been able to attend.
Information about Ally Pally’s Fireworks Festival had been circulated to local households. As before, WERA residents will need to have Access Permits to drive into our roads between 14.00 and 23.00 on Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd November. All of the park with the exception of The Grove will be closed from 20.00 on Thursday 31st October until 13.00 on Sunday 3rd November. Sally said that there were concerns over this as people including local schoolchildren need to cross the park. It could be in contravention of the Park’s charitable status. 
7. Priory Common and other green spaces
Joyce reported that more attention is being paid to local rain gardens (Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems) by Haringey Rivers Forum, the Council Flood Officer and Parks Department. The main concerns are how effective they are and their appearance. Some volunteers have been working on Rectory Gardens but more attention needs to be given to the rain garden on Priory Common between Redston Road and Danvers Road which gets overgrown and attracts litter.
There is still a problem with dumped rubbish in the Priory Common shrubbery between Redston Road and Danvers Road (from cars that park in the service road).
8. WERA website and WERA Yahoo group  
Dick said that these are both going well. It was suggested that people sending messages to the Yahoo group should put their street.

9. Crime and safety
WERA residents have reported various instances of crime including thefts from cars, smashed car windows, etc. Jim said that the priorities of the Muswell Hill Safer Neighbourhood Panel include drugs and knife crime. 
10. Traffic and parking 

There had been a lot of discussion on the WERA Yahoo group about the “Liveable Crouch End” traffic trial which is closing Middle Lane to all traffic (except buses) between 7am and 7pm each day for a fortnight The scheme aims to encourage more walking, cycling and public transport. Many residents are angry that they were not consulted before the trial began and that the trial has caused traffic congestion in other roads. Residents have complained to the project team, the council, MP, etc. It was not considered necessary to WERA to respond.
Jeff raised concerns about the pedestrian crossing at the bottom of Redston Road and in particular that when crossing from the south it is not possible to see if a vehicle is approaching in the outside lane behind a bus or other large vehicle in inside lane. Chris Barker from London Campaign for Better Transport said there are often two lanes on a zebra crossing before a bus stop but agreed to look further into the situation.
11. Street trees 
At the AGM it had been agreed to set up a working group to explore the possibility of planting more trees in our roads. Richard Green is in contact with Alex Fraser, the Council’s Chief Aboriculturist. Richard will arrange a date with Alex so that there can be a local walk-around to identify sites where trees might be planted. Types of suitable trees and residents’ views would need to be established.
12. Local shops
The Priory Road betting shop has closed. Sally said the Middle Lane Market and the Harington Scheme in Hornsey High Street are doing well.

13. Possible future WERA activities
Joyce said that we would be getting 1000 daffodil bulbs from the Council for planting on Priory Common and Rectory Gardens. She will arrange some dates. We will also arrange another “Five Estates and a Pub” walk in November.
14. Date of next meeting will be Monday 20th January 2020 at 2 Clovelly Road.
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