Warner Estate Residents Association (WERA)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Thursday 18th July 2019
Held in the Moravian Church
Present: Jim Jenks in the chair, 52 members and Cllr Julia Ogiehor.
1. Welcome and apologies for absence

Jim Jenks welcomed members and Cllr Ogiehor to the meeting. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Pippa Connor, Cllr Adam Jogee and nine members.
2. Patricia Pearl, Chair of the Muswell Hill Safer Neighbourhood Panel, on Crime Prevention

Patricia Pearl started by describing her background as a family court judge which meant that she had had long term contact with the police and was aware of the complexity of their work and the lack of police resources. Muswell Hill Safer Neighbourhood Panel (SNP) was originally set up in 2004 but lapsed a couple of years ago so has recently been re-established. Ward councillors and community representatives meet with local police including our two ward PCs. The SNP establishes local priorities: recently these have been burglaries, street muggings and vehicle crime. Following the serious incident at the Mossy Well, knife crime was added. 

She said that we have lost all our local police stations but she preferred police based in the community (although they are often transferred to other areas with more crime). She thinks the police are working better. She would like to get more community representatives on the SNP including shopkeepers and schoolchildren.

Paul Clift from Park Avenue North (have I got the right name?) asked about the incidence of phone snatching which particularly affects younger people. Cllr Ogiehor said that the Metropolitan Police website has details although cases are often unreported.
Jazz Takhar, WERA road rep for Priory Road, said that it would be good to hear about results of SNP’s priorities. He thought that there was no evidence of more police presence after the recent spate of burglaries.

Jack Noutch from Park Avenue North said that he had been the WERA representative on the old SNP which had worked well. He also commented on the lack of police officers on the streets. 
Jim Jenks thanked Patricia Pearl for coming to speak at the WERA AGM and said that WERA would see if others might be interested in getting involved in the SNP.
3. Minutes of 2018 AGM 

Minutes of the AGM held on 5th July 2018 were agreed.

4. Chair’s report

Jim Jenks said that the WERA committee had discussed local street trees and what might be done to replace trees that have had to be cut down. Richard Green, WERA road rep for Park Avenue North, has a particular interest in this. A proposal to set up a WERA working group to look at the options (including cost, location and type of new trees) was agreed.

Jim Jenks and Dick Hudson are the WERA representatives on the Alexandra Palace and Park Statutory Advisory Committee/Consultative Committee. One issue of concern in recent years has been noise due to APP events but lately there have been fewer complaints. Jim Jenks congratulated APP on the refurbishment of the East Wing. The next issue which will impact on the WERA area is the proposed introduction of APP parking charges. There will be a consultation on this.
Richard Wachman from Linzee Road referred to the recent much greater parking problems especially in the eastern WERA roads. This had been raised on the WERA Yahoo group. He wanted to know how to get a CPZ. Cllr Ogiehor said that getting a petition of households in one or more streets requesting a CPZ would start the process. Jim Jenks said that there are likely to be strong views within WERA for and against a CPZ.
Jim Jenks mentioned the ongoing council consultation on changing ward boundaries (details on council website). If implemented all of WERA would be in Hornsey ward.

He thanked Dick Hudson for managing the WERA Yahoo group and website; the volunteers who work on Priory Common Orchard; and Joyce Rosser and the WERA road reps for all the work they do.
5.  Treasurer’s report 
Joyce Rosser presented the annual financial report which showed that WERA had an income of £690 from 2018/19 subscriptions. There had been a balance brought forward from the previous year of £460.51. Expenditure in 2018/19 was £574.20. The balance at the end of the year was £576.31.In addition WERA is holding funds for Danvers Road street party (£180) and Hornsey Ward grant (£688.22).

6. Election of officers and committee for 2018/19
Nomination forms had been sent to all 650 households in the WERA area. All the officers and representatives were willing to stand again. It was agreed that they continue.
Chair: Jim Jenks; Secretary: Joyce Rosser; Treasurer:  Joyce Rosser; Park Avenue North road representative: Richard Green; Danvers Road representative: Jeff Probst; Redston Road representative: Ursula Maestranzi; Warner Road representative: Adrian and Robyn Thomas; Priory Avenue representative: Sally and George Walker; Priory Road: Jazz Takhar; Baden and Clovelly Roads representative: Jim and Ros Jenks; Linzee Road representative: Alison Walker; APP Statutory Advisory Committee representative: Jim Jenks; APP Consultative Committee representative: Dick Hudson; APP Conservation Area Advisory Committee representative: Antonia Denford

7. Social Gathering
The meeting ended with an opportunity for people to have refreshments and chat to their neighbours.
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