Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of committee meeting 15th January 2018
Present:  Jim Jenks (Chair), Ros Jenks, Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Dick Hudson, Ursula Maestranzi, Jazz Takhar, George Walker and Adrian Thomas.
1. Introductions and apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Sally Walker, Jeff Probst, Alison Miller, Antonia Denford and Robyn Thomas. 
2. Minutes of the last meeting  
Minutes of the meeting held on 16th October were agreed. 
3. Matters arising
a) Changes to planning application notifications  
There has been discussion about this on the WERA Yahoo group. At present the council puts up notices on lamp posts and sends letters to immediate neighbours notifying them of planning applications. In future the council might only put up notices on lamp posts, although it has been suggested that it might notify residents associations on the expectation that they will inform their members. There was quite a long discussion about this. For the time being it was agreed that WERA does not need to take any action. If and when the council changes its policy the position will be reviewed.
b) Danvers/Redston service road
The rubbish has been cleared but the overhanging branches have not been cut back in spite of requests to Parks Department. This will be chased up.
c) Rain gardens
Information about the local rain gardens needs to be displayed on Priory Common notice board.
4. Treasurer’s report  
Joyce reported that at the AGM there was balance of £585.97. £224.50 then spent (see minutes of last meeting) leaving £361.47. Since the October meeting there has been no expenditure. We have received a total of £758 for 2017/18 subs so far. The present balance is therefore £1119.47. Another £3 subs (Priory Road) was paid in at the meeting. In addition we have £180 belonging to Danvers Road street party group.

a) Future expenditure
Following discussion at the last meeting, Adrian had circulated a draft document “Criteria for using any surplus funds that WERA may have”. Dick put forward a revision that any expenditure should be agreed by committee either by email or at a committee meeting. Dick agreed to revise draft in light of the discussion and put on WERA website.

b) Rectory Gardens grant update
WERA holds a Hornsey Ward grant of £3480 for improvements to Rectory Gardens. So far £973.79 has been spent (with another £450 likely to be spent before the end of March). This is much lower than the estimates for the work for two reasons a) Parks decided to do a lot of the work in-house and not charge and b) other work was done by volunteers. There has been close liaison with the three ward councillors (the money can be spent on other projects in Hornsey ward). If there are still funds over this will be paid back to the council.

5. Alexandra Palace and Park
Dick and Jim reported. The confusion about parking in WERA roads on Fireworks Night, when some residents got penalty fine notices for not displaying residents’ notices, had been quickly sorted out and the penalty fine notices cancelled. For the first time Alexandra Palace Way was closed to traffic on New Year’s Eve. There will be further discussion of the Zip Wire proposal. Go Ape is very successful.
6. Priory Common and other green spaces
a) Rain gardens  

Joyce said that various groups across Haringey are working with Thames 21 Love the Lea and the council to improve the quality of waterways including the River Moselle. Discussions about the effectiveness and the appearance of the various rain gardens are part of this.

b) Priory Common Orchard
Photos of the old Pound (a fenced enclosure for stray animals) which was located on this site until the First World War were circulated. Janet Owen of Hornsey Historical Society has provided information. A board about the Pound will be displayed and the photos could be added to the WERA website.

There has been discussion about having a mural on the electricity substation on the PCO site and UK Power Networks have been approached to get permission. Obviously any mural would not cover the important signage on the front. There is another substation near Turnpike Lane with a mural. 
Contact has been made with an artist who does bird and other wild life illustrations www.artmstreetart.com Various other suggestions have been made – to just paint the substation green; to grow shrubs in front of the substation; to have leaf design mural; etc.

It was agreed that there should be an ad hoc PCO group (there already is a PCO website) which should take responsibility for this project – getting agreement from UK Power Networks; putting forward some proposals for design and consulting relevant groups on these; and raising the funds.
7.  WERA website and WERA Yahoo group  
Dick reported that no problems with these.
8. Traffic 
a) CPZ

The result of the CPZ consultation carried out in November is awaited.

b) Zebra crossing and road entry treatments

WERA was very unhappy to hear that the funding for this project has run out before the zebra crossing (the main aim of the project) installed. The council has been asked what is happening.
There was discussion about the various road entry treatments installed on Warner Road, Danvers Road, Farrer Road, etc. , to what extent they aided or otherwise cars, bikes and pedestrians. There is particular concern for cyclists at the Warner Road junction – this is being followed up. Road entry treatments on Park Avenue North and Park Avenue South were installed some years ago when the zebra crossing at that junction was created. It was agreed to circulate information about the evidence base (or otherwise) of road entry treatments. 
9. Police and safety
Jack reported that Sharon Rogers, SNT, continues to produce useful reports. The next Haringey Neighbourhood Watch meeting will be on 25th January.
10. Waste and recycling

It is not clear what impact the charge for garden waste collections will have on recycling rates. Many local residents are sharing brown bins or using compostable bags. 
11. Five estates and a pub

This walk took place in the Christmas/New Year period but the weather was so bad in the early morning that only six people took part. It might be run again in the spring. There was also a suggestion that some more “Get Together” events might be organised.
12. Any other business

It was agreed that the date of the AGM will be 5th July (assuming Moravian Church Hall available).  June newsletter might have four-page feature on local tradespeople (as in 2013).

13. Next meeting will be Monday 23rd April 2018.
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