Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of committee meeting 23rd January 2016
Present:  Jim Jenks (Chair), Ros Jenks, Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Jeff Probst, Dick Hudson, Alison Walker, Ursula Maestranzi, Adrian Thomas, Robert Giles, Antonia Denford.
1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Robyn Thomas. 
2. Minutes of the last meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on 5th October 2015 were agreed.
3. Treasurer’s report  
Joyce reported that Jim Jenks and Jeff Probst have been added to the list of WERA cheque signatories (other cheque signatories are Joyce Rosser and Jack Noutch). 

Since the October meeting the following amounts received: £1307.85 from Refugee Benefit and £6 WERA subs. Paid out: £653.95 to British Red Cross and £653.90 to STAR (total £1307.85).Balance in bank account: £1216 WERA funds and £180 Danvers Road Street Party funds

4. Alexandra Palace and Park
The next APP Consultative/Advisory meeting will be next week. Jim and Dick will attend.
5. Priory Common and PCO
There had been a bulb planting session along the Common in November. Work on the Rainmeadow is due to start in February. There might be a “Spring Cleaning” session on the Common in March. 

6. WERA website and WERA Yahoo group

Dick reported that the Yahoo group has 300 members. There had been a problem with a few messages so Joyce and Antonia have joined Dick as moderators. Generally it is very popular and working well. 
7. WERA Traffic Group
a) Muswell Hill/Park Road junction consultation There had been a public exhibition in Hornsey Parish Church Hall in early December. The Council has capital funding for this project to be spent by March. The WERA Traffic Group then met to discuss the proposed changes and make some additional comments. Jeff said he had raised concerns about plants blocking views of traffic at the junction – this will be discussed with Parks Department.
b) Priory Road traffic The Council has carried out a survey of traffic along the stretch of Priory Road near Redston Road. This is an issue of particular concern to WERA. The Council Traffic Department say that the results of the survey are expected shortly. These will be analysed and recommendations will be made by the end of February. The WERA Traffic Group will then consider these.
8. Other traffic matters
a) Parking and CPZ In recent months there have been more complaints on the WERA Yahoo group about parking difficulties in WERA roads, particular the eastern roads. Some of this is clearly due to displacement from CPZs. For the first time some residents have raised the possibility of a local CPZ (whilst others are fiercely opposed). It was agreed to try to sound out opinion on this and various methods were suggested.
b) 20 mph speed limit. This comes into force on 29th February.

c) Bus stop names. A statement “Finding Alexandra Palace” has been forwarded to Alexandra Palace for them to consider (as some bus stop names are not only confusing to local residents but to visitors to Alexandra Palace).

9. Police and safety
Jack reported that he attended recent SNT Ward meeting. Ali, the popular PCSO, has left. 
10. WERA 

a) Priory Road North representative A circular will be sent to Priory Road North residents to try to find a road representative.
b) Enlargement of WERA? A Park Avenue South resident has contacted WERA suggesting that WERA should expand to include Park Avenue South and Farrer Road (and offering to be the road representative for PAS). Historically and architecturally PAS and Farrer Road belong to the Warner Estate. There was a discussion about this. It was pointed out that over 20 years ago before WERA was formed there had been an attempt to set up a larger group but this had failed. WERA’s success has been due to its limited size (about 650 households), the road representative system and the relatively compact committee membership. It was recognised that some people outside the WERA area belong to the WERA Yahoo group and/or participate in WERA activities. Overall it was considered that it would not be advantageous to try to include two such large roads. Joyce will write to the PAS resident.
c) February flyer to all households It was agreed to produce a February flyer. Joyce will circulate draft to the committee.
d) WERA activities  24 people took part in the “Four Estates and a Pub” tour on New Year’s Day. In December there had been a successful HornseyN8 “Get Together” in the Three Compasses pub (HornseyN8 is a network of individuals and groups along Hornsey High Street/Priory Road). These Get Togethers will now be held every two months.
11. Planning

a) Council guidance on front gardens Jim had asked the Council for guidance on front gardens. Two responses had been received – one on keeping front gardens tidy, the other on sustainable drainage. Neither of these was considered very helpful. It was noted that Colin Marr, Alexandra Palace CAAC, had for many years monitored all planning applications for “cross-overs” both in and out of conservation areas. Planning controls have recently been weakened. As this is a Haringey-wide issue it was agreed to ask Haringey Federation of Residents Associations to take it up.
b) Clovelly Road planning application After a lot of discussion WERA had objected to a planning application for a three-storey house (included basement) to be built on a garage site. No decision has yet been made.
12. Date of next meeting will be Monday 9th May 2016.
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