Warner Estate Residents Association (WERA)
18th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Thursday 10th July 2014

Present: David Liebeck in the chair; 33 members and Derek Drew-Smith

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Richard and Jane Green, Laura and Cortland Fransella, Liz Roberts, Antonia Denford and Joanne Barrett.

2. “Water and Sustainable Drainage Systems”

Derek Drew-Smith (former Flood and Surface Water Manager at Haringey Council) outlined the history of drainage and the modern challenges of urbanisation, urban creep and climate change. Our existing drainage systems can’t cope so “sustainable urban drainage” systems (SUDs) are needed. He described SUDs legislation, much of it EU-driven, and went on to talk about specific SUD schemes which are being introduced such as permeable surfaces, green and brown roofs, etc. Local authorities are dealing with “misconnections” to improve the quality of local rivers such as the River Lea. His full presentation can be found at http://goo.gl/D3yLL6

3. Minutes of the 2013 AGM were agreed.

4. WERA Newsletter (aka WERA Annual Report)

In June the four-page colour newsletter was distributed to all 650 households in the WERA area. It described the past year’s activities. David Liebeck referred to continuing encouraging news about Alexandra Palace. There will be consultation on some of these proposals in the autumn. 

Members raised concerns about Palace Parade shops (featured on front page of Newsletter) as three are closing (Indian restaurant, Fuji Japanese shop and Troodos Greek restaurant) and The Priory pub has been put up for sale. There are different reasons for each of the closures but it was still considered to be worrying.

There was further discussion of the traffic build-outs and removal of parking spaces on Priory Road to improve visibility.

Members praised Priory Common Orchard and thanked Gemma Harris for her work on this.

5.  Treasurer’s report 

Joyce Rosser presented the annual financial report which showed that WERA had income from 2013/14 subscriptions of £884. Expenditure was £817.92. But due to healthy balance carried forward from previous years, our balance at the end of the year was £630.96. 

6. Election of officers and committee for 2014/15

Nomination forms had been sent out to all 650 households in the WERA area. All of the existing officers and representatives were willing to stand again. There had been no other nominations. It was agreed that the following continue for the next year. 
 		Chair:	David Liebeck
Secretary: Joyce Rosser
Treasurer:  Joyce Rosser
Park Avenue North road representative: Jack Noutch
Danvers Road representative: Jeff Probst
Redston Road representative: Ursula Maestranzi
Warner Road representatives: Adrian and Robyn Thomas
Priory Avenue representative: Robert Giles
Baden and Clovelly Roads representatives: Jim and Ros Jenks
Priory Road (north side) representative: Joanne Barrett
Linzee Road representative: Jason Beazley
Alexandra Palace and Park Statutory Advisory Committee representative: David Liebeck
Alexandra Palace and Park Consultative Committee representative: Dick Hudson
Alexandra Palace and Park Conservation Area Advisory Committee representative: Antonia Denford

David Liebeck thanked the officers and road representatives for their work. He said that Jason Beazley is leaving the area soon so WERA will need another Linzee Road representative.  

The meeting closed at 9.45pm.

