Warner Estate Residents Association
Minutes of Annual General Meeting, 6 July 2009
Held in Moravian Church Hall, Priory Road
Present: David Liebeck in the chair, 65 members and Councillor Gail Engert (Muswell Hill ward)
1.
Introductions and apologies for absence
David Liebeck welcomed people to the meeting.  Apologies for absence were received from Jeff Probst, Adrian Thomas, Robyn Thomas, Peter Noble and Nathan Oparaeche. 
2.
James Slater, Director of Performance and Primary Care at NHS Haringey, on the new Hornsey Central Neighbourhood Centre
James Slater said that the new building was now ready. The NHS owns the 

freehold but will lease the building from the developers for the next 30 years. At the end of that period it has to be in pristine condition when it reverts to the NHS. 
Dr Masters’ and Dr Henderson’s group GP practices will be moving in in two weeks’ time - a total of nine GPs with 15,000 patients. There will also be a profit-sharing consortium of local pharmacists. There will be a dementia day care centre run by the local authority thanks to a £0.75 million charitable donation. Community health services will move in during August and September. There will be an official opening in the autumn.
James said that there had been a long and tortuous history over ten years: he acknowledged that some might say that parts of the ten-year process had been an object lesson in how not to do it. They had learned the importance of engaging with local people. In 2008 they had held a series of workshops. There is an NHS neighbourhood team to develop plans and set priorities.

The first phase will be the GPs and a consortium of pharmacists. There will be extended hours and a walk-in clinic. The GPs will have a single reception area. Community services will include podiatry, sexual health, phlebotomy, psychological therapies, physiotherapy, district nursing, health visitors, and speech and language therapy.

They are having discussions about the next phase with Transport for London, Haringey Council and local voluntary groups such as Age Concern and the Alzheimer’s Society. They want to integrate and extend services with outpatient clinics, clinics for long-term conditions such as diabetes, and facilities for diagnostics and testing. There is space for a mobile MRI or breast-screening unit in the grounds. They own the freehold of the land behind the centre, which could be used for sports activities. NHS Haringey is currently offering tours of the building.
There were a number of questions (responses in brackets): 

i) How representative was the survey of GP patients’ views? (they received hundreds of responses); 
ii) What sort of psychological therapies and whether additional funding? (mostly cognitive behavioural therapy, paid for by extra funding); 
iii) Is public-private partnership scheme value for money? (the developers spent £13-14 million in building the centre and the lease will cost the NHS £850,000 a year for 30 years); 
iv) Impact on local pharmacies? (Coral Pharmacy will close); 
v) What about people living in sheltered housing on Priory Road if no local pharmacy?; 
vi) W7 is the only bus that goes along Park Road and is not adequate for the increased traffic (ongoing discussions with TfL); 
vii) Is there parking? (100 parking spaces at the centre, which may have to be charged for); 
viii)  Will other GPs have to move into the centre? (as GPs retire more GPs will be in the centre so by year seven (2016) there are likely to be 25,000 patients with GPs there); 
ix) What about access for disabled, people with buggies, etc.? (two large lifts); 
x) Will there be minor surgery? (facilities are there); 
xi) Will there be continuity of care with that many GPs? 
The Chair thanked James for his presentation.
3.
Minutes of the 2008 AGM
These were agreed.
4.
Chair’s report
David referred to the continuing improvement of Priory Common.  At Alexandra Palace there has been no change since the last AGM. The frequent changeover in Trust membership does not help resolve the problem of the Palace’s future. The skating rink has only a few more years of life. Harry Aspden referred to continuing improvements in the Park.  David said that the proposal for a path across Redston Fields had been to the Advisory and Consultative Committees but has not yet been approved by the Board. If it eventually is approved it will still be subject to planning permission.

5.
Treasurer’s report
Joyce Rosser reported that WERA had a healthier balance (£160.51) than in previous years. Our subscription income for the year was £571, the highest ever, which represents 285 households in membership. This year’s newsletter was available in a colour version (by email only) as well as the black and white version which has been distributed to all 650 households in the patch. The email list now contains 250 email addresses and the WERA Yahoo group has 120 members.
There is £193.77 in the Paul Eddington fund for improvements to Priory Common. WERA arranged for two apple trees to be planted at the bottom of Redston Road and will get the bill for this.

6.
Election of officers and committee for 2009/10
Nomination forms were sent out to households at the beginning of June with the WERA newsletter. The only nominations received were for the existing officers and representatives so the following are elected nem con.

Chair:
David Liebeck

Secretary: Joyce Rosser

Treasurer:  Joyce Rosser

Park Avenue North representative: Jack Noutch

Danvers Road representative: Jeff Probst

Redston Road representative: Ursula Maestranzi

Warner Road representative: Adrian Thomas

Priory Avenue representative: Colin Brewster

Baden and Clovelly Roads representatives: Jim  and Ros Jenks

Priory Road (north side) representative: Emily Aristotelous

Linzee Road representative: Jason Beazley

Alexandra Palace and Park Statutory Advisory Committee representatives: David Liebeck and Harry Aspden

Alexandra Palace and Park Consultative Committee representative: Dick Hudson

Alexandra Palace and Park Conservation Area Advisory Committee representative: Antonia Denford
7.
Any other business
a) Anthony Nolan bone marrow fund   Audrey Evers asked for support for a local initiative to get more donors.
b) Carter’s Steam Fair   Steve Rosenbaum said that the police closed the fair down early because it was said that “Priory Park is the most dangerous park in London.” Joyce agreed to get more information about this.
c) Chestnut trees   There were concerns about our local trees. Dick Tomlinson, who is a tree surgeon, said that two things are affecting this species – a virus and a maggot. The early browning of leaves is due to the latter and not fatal.
d) Commercial vehicles parked on Priory Road   There were more concerns about this matter, which WERA has taken up in the past. Further enquiries will be made about roads where there are blocked views.
e) Car club scheme   Ann Janssen regretted that there are not to be any car club parking spaces in our locality because this scheme enables people to manage without cars.
f) Local pavements   Alan Oattes asked about the repaving of Park Avenue North because Linzee Road pavements only have tarmac surfacing. It was not clear why PAN was being repaved and whether other streets would be done. Joyce agreed to contact the council to get more information about this and to ask that Linzee Road pavements have paving stones.

g) Conservation areas   Alan Oattes also asked about conservation area status for the estate. A few years ago Linzee Road residents had sent a petition to the council about this. Joyce said that WERA had also taken this up at the time of the centenary meeting, but had been told that the council conservation department was too busy carrying out statutory appraisals of the existing conservation areas. However, since then a new conservation area (around Vallance Road in Muswell Hill) has been designated. It was agreed to discuss conservation area status further.
The meeting ended at 9.30pm.

David Liebeck
Chair

