Warner Estate Residents Association
Minutes of Annual General Meeting, 7 July 2008
Held in Moravian Church Hall, Priory Road
Present: David Liebeck in the chair, 60 members and Councillor Robert Gorrie (Hornsey Ward)
1.
Introductions and apologies for absence
David Liebeck welcomed people to the meeting.  Apologies for absence were received from David Shelbourn, Charles Fulbrook, Chrissie Fulbrook, Jason Beazley, Antonia Denford and Chris Barker.
2.
Mark Evison, Alexandra Park Manager, on Recent and Future Developments in Alexandra Park

Mark Evison said that he had been in post since May last year. He has responsibility for the 196 acres of the park but not the palace. Over the past five years £3.5 million, mainly from the Heritage Lottery Fund, has been spent on the park. There is a park maintenance budget and a new maintenance contract. There is a ten-year management plan which was a condition of the Heritage Lottery funding. For the third year running the park has been entered for a “green flag” award but this year, with the work mostly completed and the cafes opened, they hope to be successful. He also referred to the work of the Alexandra Park Ornithological Group, the Friends of Alexandra Park and the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers.
Members welcomed the improvements in the park. Various issues were raised: the new trees planted behind Redston Road gardens which are too near the houses and saplings growing along the garden fences (Mark said there will be a survey of park borders to review the trees and saplings); the new Information Centre needs to be publicised including its opening hours; what is happening to the Redston Field pond; the path around the cricket pitch which floods; whether new trees have been planted to screen the big new treatment centre on the reservoir (they have); the benches on the lower road; how the park will be affected by the palace lease (only the “footprint”); a possible “dog run” (most members were against this); the problem of dog mess and whether action is taken against owners. Mark distributed a useful leaflet about the park with map and contact details.
Mark went on to outline a proposal for a path across Redston Fields as requested by 
WERA. The length from the Redston Road gate to the main path is 180 metres 
(across Redston Fields and the next field). Any plan would have to go to the 
Trustees and planning officers (and might need a planning application as the park is 

a conservation area). He recommended a tarmac surface is more long lasting than 
hoggin (which washes away). A vote was taken and a large majority was in favour of 

the path.

The Chair thanked Mark for his presentation.
3.
Minutes of the 2007 AGM
These were agreed.
4.
Chair’s report
David Liebeck outlined the current situation of Alexandra Palace, where there is no solution in sight. He thanked WERA committee members for their work over the year. The WERA Yahoo group has been very successful. This year, in addition to the regular Warner Road street party, street parties have been held or are planned in Redston Road and Danvers Road.
A member asked what had happened to the proposal for a “WERA Guide” publication and David explained that this had been explored but it was eventually decided that information about recommended tradespeople and services could best be shared on the WERA Yahoo group.
5.
Treasurer’s report
Joyce Rosser reported that income for 2007/08 was £424.16 and expenditure £414.05, resulting in a balance of £10.11. Last year there was a tiny deficit. The annual subscription has remained at £2 per household since WERA’s foundation in 1996. Over the years WERA membership has increased, which has led to a rise in income, but so also have WERA activities and the costs of producing newsletters, flyers, etc. Therefore she recommended that the AGM agrees to increase the WERA subscription from 2009.
It was agreed that the annual subscription should be raised to £3 per household.
She reported that there is £193.77 in the Paul Eddington fund for improvements to Priory Common. This will be used to buy two apple trees to be planted in November at the next bulb planting event. The most likely site is at the bottom of Redston Road (just to the east of the solicitor’s office) where the trees will get enough light and the fruit will not fall on pavements. The Parks Department has agreed to plant the trees. A small ceremony will be arranged for the occasion.

6.
Election of officers and committee for 2008/09
The following officers and road representatives were all prepared to continue and 

were elected nem. con.
Chair: David Liebeck

Secretary and Treasurer: Joyce Rosser 

Road representatives: 

Jack Noutch (Park Avenue North)

Jeff Probst (Danvers Road)

Ursula Maestranzi (Redston Road)

Robyn and Adrian Thomas (Warner Road)

Colin Brewster (Priory Avenue)

Jim and Ros Jenks (Baden and Clovelly Roads)

David Shelbourn (Priory Road, northside)

Jason Beazley (Linzee Road)

Alexandra Palace and Park Statutory Advisory Committee representatives: David Liebeck and Harry Aspden

Alexandra Palace and Park Consultative Committee representative: Dick Hudson

Alexandra Palace and Park Conservation Area Advisory Committee representative: Antonia Denford
7.
Any other business
a) It was reported that this year’s Warner Road street party had been affected by bad weather so they had been unable to have their usual ceilidh band and dancing. They proposed holding a WERA ceilidh party in the Moravian Church Hall in late January. This was welcomed.
b) Isobel Manley said that the book club is full but as there was still interest she suggested that another one is started.

c) A member expressed his appreciation of the WERA website and the work of the WERA Secretary.

d) Ivor and Jane Gaber referred to the Moravian Church centenary celebration which some WERA members had attended. They had some centenary mugs for sale. WERA had contributed to the photographic exhibition.
e) Pat Havell reported that she was active in Haringey Sustainability and wanted to develop local activities. Marice Cumber of Clovelly Road wants to involve 30 local households in a sustainability project for which government funding will be available. She will get details and make contact with interested residents.
f) Brian Bowles mentioned the failure to replace the Countdown indicator on the Priory Road/ Redston Road bus stop and asked why Countdown information is often unreliable.

g) Brian also raised concerns over the increasing number of helicopter flights. It was said to be because it is the flight path between various London airports.
h) Deborah Kaplinsky was concerned about the dangerous junction at the bottom of Muswell Hill.
Councillor Robert Gorrie agreed to take up some of these issues (with his Muswell Hill councillor colleagues) and WERA will follow some up.

The meeting ended at 9.30pm.

David Liebeck
Chair

