Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of Annual General Meeting, 2 July 2007
Held in Moravian Church Hall

Present: David Liebeck in the chair, 47 members, Councillors Gail Engert, Monica Whyte and Errol Reid and Sergeant Paul Saunders
1.
Introductions and apologies for absence
David Liebeck welcomed people to the meeting.  Apologies for absence were received from Rev Joachim Kreusel, Janet Owen, Charles Fulbrook, Wanda Bunyan, Jill Evans, Eamonn Vincent and John Guerrasio.

2.
Minutes of the 2006 AGM
These were agreed.
3.
Chair’s report
David Liebeck referred to the very successful Centenary meeting, which also celebrated the Backsite victory. The official opening of the Paul Eddington memorial bench by Lynne Featherstone MP had taken place in October. WERA had objected to the first two planning applications for development of the electricity substation site and had taken up issues around local traffic. David went on to give an update on Alexandra Palace where the Charity Commissioners have just approved granting a 125-year lease to Firoz Kassam’s Firoka Group. Mr Kassam has recently spoken to a group of local residents and David suggested that WERA might invite him to a future meeting.
4.
Treasurer’s report


Joyce Rosser reported that WERA’s income from subscriptions during 2006/07 was £416, representing 208 members (out of about 600 households in our area). A collection taken at the Centenary meeting covered the costs of that meeting. WERA had a tiny deficit (84 pence) at the end of the year. This was due to unforeseen problems printing the newsletter. 

WERA collected £765 for the Paul Eddington memorial bench. After paying for the bench and some bulbs, £193.77 remains, which will be spent on improvements to Priory Common.
It was agreed to keep the WERA annual subscription at £2 per household per year.
5.
Election of officers and committee for 2006/07

The following officers and road representatives were all prepared to continue and were elected nem. con.
Chair: David Liebeck

Secretary and Treasurer: Joyce Rosser 

Road representatives: 

Jack Noutch (Park Avenue North)

Jeff Probst (Danvers Road)

Ursula Maestranzi (Redston Road)

Robyn and Adrian Thomas (Warner Road)

Colin Brewster (Priory Avenue)

Jim and Ros Jenks (Baden and Clovelly Roads)

David Shelbourn (Priory Road northside)

Jason Beazley (Linzee Road)

Alexandra Palace and Park Statutory Advisory Committee representatives: David Liebeck and Harry Aspden

Alexandra Palace and Park Consultative Committee representative: Dick Hudson

Alexandra Palace and Park Conservation Area Advisory Committee: Antonia Denford
6.
Sustainability resolution

Pat Havell introduced this by explaining that in March local organisations including the Haringey Federation of Residents Associations had organised a very well attended Sustainability conference. It had drawn up the Founding Statement of the Sustainable Haringey Network which it was asking community groups to support (see Appendix below).

She asked WERA to support this and to set up a WERA Sustainability Working Group to see what we might do locally. This was agreed.
7.
Questions to the panel
Councillors Gail Engert (Muswell Hill), Monica Whyte and Errol Reid (Hornsey) and Sergeant Paul Saunders from Muswell Hill Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT)answered WERA members’ questions relating to the following topics:

a) Recycling – advantages and disadvantages of comingled recycling collection; the problem of plastics; size and type of collection boxes and bins.
b) Crime – latest trends; SNT targets; Redston Fields quiet this summer.

c) Traffic speeds in Priory Road – recent speed survey done by SNTs; concern over number of speeding (blue light) police cars.

d) Role of police school officers in secondary schools.
e) Neighbourhood Watch – partnership of local community and SNTs.
f) Freedom Pass – Haringey will continue to fund this.

g) Hornsey High Street – concern about number of housing units and traffic impact from future Hornsey Depot site development; Monica Whyte said that local councillors are trying to get a meeting about the selection of a developer; pressure on health and school facilities; section 106 funds; also forthcoming development of gasworks site (“southern Haringey Heartlands”); Haringey Unitary Development Plan (UDP) and government targets.
h) School places – concern about lack of places in all local primary schools; Gail Engert criticised Council’s lack of long-term planning.  WERA might hold meeting on this subject.

i) Hornsey Hospital site – Gail Engert gave update on the plans; Primary Care Trust will be reporting at next Muswell Hill Area Assembly meeting on 23 July; concern about impact on our local pharmacy.

8.
Any other business


Dan Salem proposed that WERA should produce a WERA Directory where people could list tradespeople and services that they would recommend. This might be partly funded by advertising from local shops and firms. He argued that it would increase WERA membership and support. The meeting welcomed this proposal and Dan agreed to convene a working group.


He also suggested that it might be possible to hold more street parties such as the successful Warner Road street party held yesterday.


A member recommended Haringey Freecycle, the local branch of the international organisation which enables people to pass on things they no longer need and ask for things they need. No money is involved and people collect items. Joyce said she would circulate information about this group to those on the WERA email list.

The meeting ended at 9.30pm.

David Liebeck
Chair

Appendix: Founding Statement of the Sustainable Haringey Network

Our lives, our communities and our society should be sustainable for
generations to come. We agree to support the development of a Sustainable
Haringey Network. The network will promote and encourage:

Sustainable energy policies in all areas of society (including reduced
general usage, and maximum use of renewable, non-fossil fuels and
self-generated sources).

Reduced consumption and waste, and the maximum re-usage and recycling.
Sustainable travel (including more walking and cycling, better public
transport and less motorised traffic).
Local production of food and other necessary goods and services, and
appropriate allocation and sharing of limited resources.

Protection and improvements to green spaces and natural habitats.
Strong local communities, community spirit and mutual aid.

Decision-making based on the maximum involvement of people, and on 

the long-term needs of our communities and the environment.

We will aim for a healthier, happier and more informed population with a
much greater community focus and active involvement in all local affairs.

