Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of Annual General Meeting, 6 July 2006

Held in Moravian Church Hall

Present:   David Liebeck in the chair, 60 members, Councillor Gail Engert and five Safer Neighbourhood Team police officers.

1.
Introductions

David Liebeck welcomed people to the meeting. He invited Sgt Paul Saunders to introduce the members of the Muswell Hill Safer Neighbourhood Team and to give an update on Redston Fields developments. Sgt Saunders explained that there had been a recent meeting called by Palace View Residents Association and WERA to discuss anti-social behaviour in Redston Fields by groups of young people and people leaving the Phoenix Bar. This behaviour continued into the early hours of the morning. All three Safer Neighbourhood Teams had been present at the meeting, together with the Parks Constabulary, Alexandra Palace and Park managers and Hornsey ward councillors. Following the meeting, his team had carried out a number of late night patrols and notices had been put up on the gates. A dispersal order had been considered but would be difficult to implement.

Residents living on the park-side of Redston Road argued that WERA representatives on the Consultative Committee should support the closure of the Redston Fields gates at sundown because in the past this led to a considerable reduction in the problem. David Liebeck said that a recent Trust Board meeting had discussed this but felt that it would only lead to the new chain fence being broken and an escape route closed when trouble broke out.. There was quite a lengthy discussion of the gates closure. It would inconvenience some people, for instance dog walkers (although they can still access the park by North View Road or the main gates). Extra lighting and CCTV were suggested. Recent muggings on the Park Avenue North footpath were mentioned.

It was argued that local facilities for young people were needed. Councillor Engert agreed and said that as the Lib Dem lead on children and young people this was one of her main concerns.

Following this a vote was taken which showed that a big majority supported closure of the gates at night. WERA will write to the Trust Board.

2.
Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Lynn Stevens, Councillor Robert Gorrie, Rev Joachim Kreusel.

3.
Minutes of the last AGM held on 16th July 2005


These were agreed.

4.
Chair’s report


David Liebeck said that the WERA June newsletter described much of the work of the association during the past year. He said that negotiations with Firoka were still continuing but it is hoped that the lease will be signed by August. He referred to issues which had arisen at the recent Trust Board meeting, such as the position of the community centre CUFOS.

5.
Treasurer’s report


Joyce Rosser reported that income from subscriptions during 2005/06 was £346 (which represents 173 households in membership). At the end of the last financial year we had £238 in the bank. Our expenditure this year has exceeded our income but because of the reserves we ended with a balance of £36.25 (this is before we collect 2006/07 subscriptions). We were able to hire a speed gun (costing £166) for our very successful traffic campaign. We now have an excellent website at minimal cost (£30 annual fee). We have found a cheaper printer. We have collected £630 so far for the Paul Eddington memorial bench to go on Priory Common. 

6.
Election of officers and committee for 2006/07

Chair: David Liebeck

Secretary and Treasurer: Joyce Rosser 

Road Stewards: 

Jack Noutch (Park Avenue North)

Jeff Probst (Danvers Road)

Ursula Maestranzi (Redston Road)

Robyn and Adrian Thomas (Warner Road)

Colin Brewster (Priory Avenue)

Jim and Ros Jenks (Baden and Clovelly Roads)

David Shelbourn (Priory Road northside)

Vacancy (Linzee Road)

Alexandra Palace and Park Statutory Advisory Committee representatives: David Liebeck and Harry Aspden

Alexandra Palace and Park Consultative Committee representative: Dick Hudson

Alexandra Palace and Park Conservation Area Advisory Committee: Antonia Denford.

David Liebeck welcomed Jim Jenks, Ros Jenks and Antonia Denford as new members of the committee.

7.
Controlled Parking Zone

Residents in Linzee Road, Baden Road, Priory Avenue and (part of) Clovelly Road are being consulted about a proposed Hornsey Station CPZ. A WERA statement was agreed which stated: 1. Hornsey Station commuters do not park in these roads at present and are not likely to do so in the future. Therefore there is no need for a CPZ in them. 2. A CPZ would lead to extra cost and great inconvenience to residents. 3. CPZ parking controls would detract from the appearance of these roads. 4. If a CPZ were introduced in these roads it would lead to overspill parking problems in the western half of Clovelly Road, Park Avenue North and other roads.

WERA hope and trust that the Council will not impose a CPZ on any road without majority resident support for it.  It is vital that residents make their views known. Residents were urged: to return the questionnaire giving their views by 8th August; to attend the exhibition about the proposed CPZ and talk to council officers; to send any points they wish WERA to make in its response; to let Hornsey ward councillors know their views 

8.
Zoe Robertson, Haringey Council Recycling Officer, on Recycling in the Warner Estate Area

Zoe said Haringey Council recycled 20% of its rubbish last year and this year the target is 22%. She congratulated the Warner estate for its high rate of recycling (measured by the number of households using the green boxes). Muswell Hill and Hornsey wards were second and fourth best in the borough with 82% and 78% respectively recycling. Linzee Road had the best local rate (94%), closely followed by Park Avenue North (87%) and Redston Road (86%).

She described carefully what can and can’t be put into the recycling boxes. She explained that although it all goes into one rubbish truck it then goes to a high tech “Materials Recovery Facility” in Kent where it is sorted. Food waste and green garden waste is composted and used in local parks. There is a new Reuse and Recycling Centre in Hornsey High Street (open every day) and the Council now offers a free white goods collection service.

There were questions on a range of subjects such as the need for biodegradable liners for the food compost bins; whether people could get bigger recycling containers; the role of China (which takes some recycled UK plastics in what would otherwise be empty container ships returning to China); problems of collecting recycling in flats; what to do with tins of paint tins (which are classed as hazardous waste); the disposal of Christmas trees (chop up and put in green bag).

The Chair thanked Zoe for her excellent presentation and response to questions..

The meeting ended at 9.30pm.

David Liebeck

Chair
