Warner Estate Residents Association (WERA)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday 9th July 2015
Present: Jim Jenks and David Liebeck in the chair (Jim Jenks for Items 1 and 2); over 50 members, Cllr Mark Blake, Cllr  Adam Jogee and Cllr Elin Weston and for part of the meeting Mark Evison and Lucy Fenner.
1. Welcome and apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Dick Hudson, Chris Barker, Simon and Deborah Kaplinsky, Antonia Denford, Steve Mann, Cllr Jennifer Mann (WERA member and Haringey Mayor).
2. The Future of Alexandra Park
Mark Evison, Alexandra Park Manager, said that he had been in post eight years and during that time there had been a lot of improvements with various awards such as a Green Flag and London in Bloom. The last time the Park received major funding was in 1999 (a £3.6 million HLF grant). They are now preparing a number of proposals which will be submitted for funding.  They are consulting all local groups to get ideas and support.
He asked the audience what they considered the purpose of the Park. Answers included: for the pleasure of north Londoners; a refuge for wild life; outdoor exercise; for the gardenless; for children; outdoor exercise; biodiversity; green corridor; and lots more.
Mark then identified some areas of the Park and asked for ideas on how to improve them. These included the boating lake, the children’s playground; the rose garden; the paddock car park; the south front and the Grove. WERA members raised some concerns, such as people riding motor bikes, parties in Redston Field and the lack of clarity over shared space (cyclists and pedestrians on the Lower Road). Overall views were very positive and one WERA member said that in 60 years of living next to the Park, it had never been better.
Lucy Fenner, Acting Commercial Director, then described some of the events being held in the Palace and Park. Generally people welcomed these. There was a question over how “decibel levels” are enforced as this has been a problem

Jim Jenks thanked Mark and Lucy for coming to the meeting and for all their work. David Liebeck then took the chair.

3. Minutes of the 2014 AGM were agreed.

4. Annual Report /WERA newsletter
All 650 households in the WERA area had received the June newsletter which described WERA’s activities. 
5.  Treasurer’s report 
Joyce Rosser presented the annual financial report which showed that WERA had an income of £798 from 2014/15 subscriptions. There was a balance brought forward from the previous year of £630.96. Expenditure was £1024.57. Joyce reported that this is likely to be reduced as we have been overcharged for newsletter printing costs – PIP, the printers, is currently closed for refurbishment and annual holidays so it has not been possible to get this refunded before the AGM. WERA received a council grant for signage and other improvements to Priory Common Orchard.
6. WERA Traffic Working Group report
Jim Jenks gave this report as Chris Barker, convenor of the group, was unable to be present. Jim said that the working group had been set up because of concerns about traffic speeds on Priory Road particularly vehicles coming from Muswell Hill. There are six members of the working group. It has been liaising with local councillors. The group has sent some proposals for traffic calming changes to council traffic officers. There is to be a consultation over proposed changes to the Muswell Hill/ Park Road/Priory Road junction during the summer. The working group will make a response and ask WERA residents to respond.
7. Election of officers and committee for 2014/15

Nomination forms had been sent out to all 650 households in the WERA area. All of the existing officers and representatives, with one exception, were willing to stand again. There had been no other nominations. It was agreed that the following continue for the next year. 

 

Chair:
David Liebeck

Secretary: Joyce Rosser

Treasurer:  Joyce Rosser

Park Avenue North road representative: Jack Noutch

Danvers Road representative: Jeff Probst

Redston Road representative: Ursula Maestranzi

Warner Road representatives: Adrian and Robyn Thomas

Priory Avenue representative: Robert Giles

Baden and Clovelly Roads representatives: Jim and Ros Jenks

Priory Road (north side) representative: vacancy
Linzee Road representative: Alison Walker
Alexandra Palace and Park Statutory Advisory Committee representative: David Liebeck

Alexandra Palace and Park Consultative Committee representative: Dick Hudson

Alexandra Palace and Park Conservation Area Advisory Committee representative: Antonia Denford

There is a vacancy for Priory Road road rep so Priory Road residents will be leafleted to find someone prepared to take this on.
8. Front driveways: motion for discussion
Jim Jenks said that at the 2014 WERA AGM a Haringey Council officer said that one important way in which to prevent flooding was for paved front driveways to be permeable, so water does not go straight into the mains drainage at times of heavy rain. However, even where paved driveways exist for cars, there are, according to the Royal Horticultural Society, ways in which they can contain more vegetation. He therefore put forward the following motion: 
The Council is asked to inform us about what measures it is taking to ensure the permeability of newly built front garden driveways in Haringey. The Council is asked also what measures it is taking to encourage best practice with regard to permeability and appearance of new and existing front driveways in Haringey.
The following points were made in discussion: front gardens protect biodiversity; they enhance the appearance of the area; we should be against all cross-overs; and there are safety issues with vehicles backing out of driveways. Cllr Ellin Weston said that there are planning guidelines for new builds and that the important thing is now to encourage best practice. 

The motion was agreed. Jim agreed to report back on the response received from the council.

9. Any other business

a) Rev Joachim Kreusel Joyce Rosser thanked Joachim, local resident and minister of the Moravian Church, for all his work for the community. He has been made a bishop and will be leaving London to work for the Moravian Church in the Midlands.
b) Di-vest petition Joyce invited people to sign a petition being organised by local environmental groups including Sustainable Haringey (to which WERA is affiliated) asking Haringey Council to withdraw its investments from coal and tar sands (this is part of the “Keep it in the Ground” movement).
c) Theatres and performance spaces Jeremy Jackman referred to the existing and proposed local theatres (Alexandra Palace, Hornsey Town Hall, Jackson’s Lane, Park Theatre) and wondered if they were all viable.
d) Crouch End Neighbourhood Forum Brian Bowles reported on a recent meeting of this group that he had attended. The group has been set up under the provisions of the 2011 Localism Act which aimed to give local communities a greater role in influencing planning decisions in their area. The Forum intends to develop a Neighbourhood Plan. Brian said that its first task is to draw up the boundary for the area so they are asking residents if they think they live in Crouch End, Hornsey or Muswell Hill. There was a short but lively discussion about this with some people saying our area is Hornsey (historically and today) with others saying Crouch End. Others questioned how much influence the Neighbourhood Forum would have. Residents were encouraged to make responses to the Neighbourhood Forum https://crouchendforum.wordpress.com/about/  Brian indicated that on current plans it was likely that the northern boundary of the Neighbourhood Forum would be Priory Road so the WERA area would not be included.
The meeting closed at 9.45pm.
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