Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of committee meeting 16th October 2017
Present:  Jim Jenks (Chair), Ros Jenks, Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Jeff Probst, Dick Hudson, Alison Walker, Ursula Maestranzi, Antonia Denford, Jazz Takhar, George Walker and Adrian Thomas.
1. Introductions and apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Sally Walker and Robyn Thomas. 
2. Minutes of the last meeting  
Minutes of the meeting held on 24th April 2017 were agreed. 
3. Minutes of the AGM

These were circulated for information. There was then discussion about the content and format of the AGM – speaker, formal meeting, hall arrangements (seating, microphones, etc.). Other options were raised such as having short inputs on different subjects, a debate, refreshments, different seating arrangements, etc. These will be considered again when planning next year’s AGM.

4. Treasurer’s report  
Joyce reported that at the AGM we had a balance of £585.97. Since the AGM we have paid out £24.50 for printing AGM papers, £150 donation to Greig City Academy and £50 to Moravian Church for hire of hall for AGM. We have paid in £608 for 2017/18 subscriptions. A further £77 subs (Baden/Clovelly and Priory Road) was handed in at the meeting.
There was discussion about WERA expenditure and if and when WERA should make grants or donations to different causes. In the past there have been special appeals eg for the Paul Eddington bench, for postmen and for refugees. Adrian agreed to draft some criteria to be discussed at the next committee meeting.

5. Alexandra Palace and Park
Dick and Jim had attended the last APP meeting and reported on recent developments such as the new Go Ape Adult and a possible Zip Wire from the Palace to Redston Fields (which would end at a tower structure which would need planning permission). Road Access Permits for the two Fireworks Night events have been delivered to neighbouring streets (so residents no longer have to go to the Palace to collect these). WERA representatives have asked APP to consider closing local roads for New Year’s Eve (when 8000 people are expected to watch the London-wide celebrations from the Palace terrace). 
6. Priory Common and other green spaces
Joyce reported that we will get 1000 daffodils from the council so she will arrange a planting session in early November. Jim raised the possibility of paving the unofficial path (“desire line”) on the Common from Park Avenue North to the zebra crossing. 
There has been discussion with Love the Lea and Haringey Parks Department about the effectiveness and appearance of the three rain gardens (Dale Court, Priory Common and Rectory Gardens).  This is ongoing. Wildflower seeds will be planted (using the same wildflower mixture that Alexandra Park uses for its “river of flowers”). Another problem with the rain gardens is that it is not obvious what they are or what they are for. This problem is being looked at. Jazz suggested that information about the rain gardens be displayed on the Priory Common notice board.

The Rectory Gardens Improvement Project is continuing and climbing plants for the pergola will be planted later this month. There are regular weekly work sessions on Priory Common Orchard and there is a new local Gardening Group with people from WERA and the Nightingale Lane estate. Antonia is involved in this.

Jazz raised the problem of branches protruding into the Danvers/Redston service road which makes it difficult to park cars there. Joyce agreed to take this up with Parks Department. Jeff referred to the rubbish dropped along this service road. Joyce will take this up with Veolia. 
7.  WERA website and WERA Yahoo group

Dick reported that the website and Yahoo Group are doing well.  The website gets 10 hits a day.
8. Traffic 
There is currently “road entry treatment” work going on to various WERA roads. This will include removing some parking spaces on the Priory Road pavement which will improve visibility. It is assumed that work on the zebra crossing will start soon.

Jim referred to the discussion at the AGM and said that there will be a CPZ “pop in” session and a full CPZ consultation for WERA and the Nightingale Lane estate.
9. Police and safety
Jack reported that Sharon Rogers and rest of the Safer Neighbourhood Team are very active. The next Haringey Neighbourhood Watch meeting is on 26th October (he circulated the agenda). Stencilled notices on pavements about phone-snatching, etc. were commented on. Jeff and others complained about noisy motor bikes speeding on Priory Road.
10. Waste and recycling

Joyce has sent information about the new arrangements for garden waste collection to the WERA Yahoo group.

11. Changes to planning applications notifications

Joyce reported that the council proposes to stop sending letters about planning applications to neighbours (there will be signs on lamp posts). The council has been in discussion with Haringey Federation of Residents Associations to see if notifications can be sent to RAs. This is complicated, partly because several RAs are now inactive, but also because it is not clear whether an active RA (like WERA) would or could forward this information to individual residents. 

12. Next meeting will be Monday 15th January 2018.
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