Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of committee meeting 23rd January 2017
Present:  Jim Jenks (Chair), Ros Jenks, Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Jeff Probst, Dick Hudson, Alison Walker, Ursula Maestranzi, Antonia Denford, Robert Giles, Jazz Takhar.
1. Introductions and apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Adrian and Robyn Thomas. 
2. Minutes of the last meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on 4th October 2016 were agreed.
3. Matters arising
a) Clovelly Road planning application
There was a lengthy discussion of this. The background is that in November 2015 a planning application was made by a Clovelly Road resident which involved demolishing their garage (next door to their house) and constructing a house with basement. This resident had visited her neighbours to explain her scheme. Some local residents were unhappy with the proposed development, made objections and campaigned against it with a petition. They also sent messages out on the WERA Yahoo Group which led to further objections. Responses were made on the council planning website: objections, support and comments. The planning application was refused in July 2016 and subsequently there was an appeal against this decision which is currently being considered by a planning inspector.
The WERA constitution gives one of the objectives of the association (para 3b) as being “To represent the interests of the residents of the area to appropriate bodies and/or authorities.” While this planning application raised issues which were solely between neighbours (such as loss of light amenity), other issues presented themselves as having implications for WERA residents as a whole. Most notable was the possible precedence of this application being different in an area which was planned as a piece by John Farrer.  After discussion among committee members, WERA submitted comments on issues which it felt may impact on residents’ interests as a whole. WERA did this in awareness of the planning process that, in the words of the Planning Portal, states: “Councillors or planning officers cannot refuse a planning proposal simply because many people oppose it. If an application is refused or granted subject to conditions, that decision must be based on the approved plans and polices of the LPA’s (Local Planning Authority) development plan.”
At the WERA AGM in September 2016 this subject was not raised but in December 2016 WERA was criticised by some people via the WERA Yahoo Group for having made a response. There have also been complaints about allowing the WERA Yahoo Group to be used for objections by residents to this planning application.

During the discussion it was pointed out that this is the first planning application within the WERA area that has proved so contentious. One important issue is that the applicant is a WERA resident. For planning purposes an application is what it is irrespective of who presents it, however this needs to be balanced with sensitivities if the applicant is also a resident. For any future local planning applications WERA will need to look at the options for representing residents’ interests without drawing the criticisms received this time.

It was agreed that in future to avoid division and ill feeling it would be better to redirect residents who wish to comment on a contentious planning application to the council planning website which will show all the necessary planning information and allow for comment. Obviously this would not stop WERA responding to larger scale developments nor would it stop WERA urging policies to improve the area (eg keeping front gardens). The WERA Yahoo Group guidelines are regularly reviewed when conflicts and disputes arise.
b) Correction to minutes of WERA committee meeting 23rd January 2016

Item 11b should read: After a lot of discussion WERA had submitted comments to the council raising concerns about a planning application for a house with basement to be built on a garage site.

4. Treasurer’s report  
Since the last meeting we have spent £20.38 on graffiti wipes (for notice board) and £27.49 for a pair of loppers (to replace ones broken working on Priory Road/Park Road  planters). A further £105 was received for WERA subs making a total of £853 for 2016/17 subs. WERA funds stand at £1224.81 (we are also holding £180 Danvers Road street party funds)..

5. Alexandra Palace and Park
Jim and Dick had written to the Chief Executive during the discussion about the number of events to be held at the Palace asking that “the impact on the Park and the surrounding area” should be taken into account (the original document just referred to the impact on the Park). This amendment was added to the final document. 
There had been discussion about enabling residents to get road entry permits for Fireworks Nights without having to apply to the Palace. This is still being considered. Dick reported that the Lower Road is being resurfaced. This was welcomed.

6. Priory Common and Priory Common Orchard
Joyce reported that 1000 daffodil bulbs (provided by the council) had been planted in early December. Attempts to remove graffiti from the Priory Common notice board have not been completely successful (marks have been left on the Perspex) so enquiries are being made about replacing the Perspex.

A group of local residents has met with Hornsey ward councillors and parks department staff to discuss improvements to Rectory Gardens. There is also a small scale project connected with the Rectory Gardens and Priory Common raingardens going on to measure the water quality and volume.

Joyce said that there might be another “Spring Clean” on Priory Common in March. 
7. WERA website and WERA Yahoo group

Dick reported that the website and Yahoo Group are doing well. The website has an average of 10 hits a day. The Yahoo Group has been useful in flagging up problems to residents such as the recent power cuts.

Dick sent in an article about the history of the Warner Estate (taken from the WERA wesite) to Wikipedia but it was rejected on the grounds that references were needed. These will be provided (committee members were pleased to see that Wikipedia has this policy). 
8. Traffic 
The WERA Traffic Group is still chasing the council to find out what might be done following the Priory Road traffic survey conducted in December 2015. It is not clear whether the changes to the Muswell Hill junction are completed as yet.
9. Police and safety
a) Safer Neighbourhood Team  
Jack reported that PC Sharon Rogers still produces regular reports (which go out on WERA Yahoo Group). WERA road representatives helped the SNT distribute the Policing News in Muswell Hill Autumn/Winter 2106/17 newsletter.
b) Neighbourhood Watch
There had been a Haringey Neighbourhood Watch meeting on 19th January. Richard Green from Park Avenue North attended as WERA representative.
10. Date of next meeting Monday 24th April 2017.
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