[bookmark: _GoBack]Warner Estate Residents Association
Minutes of committee meeting 11th May 2015

Present:  David Liebeck, Robyn Thomas, Jim Jenks, Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Robert Giles, Antonia Denford, Jeff Probst, Dick Hudson and Alison Walker. 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Ursula Maestranzi, Joanne Barrett, Adrian Thomas and Ros Jenks. 

2. Minutes of the last meeting - minutes of the meeting held on 26th January 2015 were agreed.

3. Matters arising

a) Trees WERA has asked residents to water new street trees. 
b) WERA social The social planned for Jason Beazley (former WERA Linzee Road representative) has not yet been arranged. The Three Compasses pub is re-opening this week after major works. 

4. Treasurer’s report  

Joyce reported that WERA had received a Parks and Open Spaces Grant of £492 from council for (in kind) work and expenditure on notice boards and other equipment for Priory Common Orchard. WERA bank balance is £1230.39.

5. Alexandra Palace and Park

Having secured the HLF grant, Duncan Wilson is leaving to be head of Historic England. A new CEO for Alexandra Palace will be appointed. The events programme is going very well. 

David, Dick and Robyn (who is involved in Friends of Alexandra Park) reported that Mark Evison is drawing up a master plan for the park (this is partly because of possible threats posed by the Site Allocations document of the Local Plan). Problems of rubbish after warm weekends were raised and long term problems with main water system, drains and springs in the Park.

6. Priory Common and PCO

There are plans for a Priory Road Rainmeadow on the stretch of the Common between Redston Road and Danvers Road. This sustainable urban drainage scheme (SuDS)) is a Thames 21 project. Plans have been circulated to WERA Yahoo group members and displayed on our notice board. The council tree officer and nature conservation officer have both been consulted about the plans. There will also be a Rectory Gardens Rainpark. There is already a raingarden in Boyton Road (Campbourne). The committee welcomed this.

There is an excellent article about Priory Common Orchard in Ham & High.
http://www.hamhigh.co.uk/property/community_gardening_in_crouch_end_offers_tips_and_food_behind_a_bus_stop_1_4066053

7. WERA website and WERA Yahoo group

Dick reported that the both going well. It was suggested that residents might provide information about their energy saving measures. Dick agreed to have section of the website about this.

8. Traffic issues

The March WERA flyer referred to a recent road accident death on Priory Road. The most dangerous part of the road is probably at the bottom of Redston Road particularly with east-bound traffic coming down from Muswell Hill. There had been feedback from residents expressing concern about this section, including from one local resident (not WERA) whose wife had been knocked down at this junction eight years ago (she died four days later in hospital). 

Many people cross Priory Road at or near the junction with Redston Road to get to the shops or  to go bus stop on opposite side of the road. The 30mph warning signal just before the junction with Danvers Road frequently lights up as vehicles exceed 30mph.

Chris Barker, WERA member and Traffic Officer of Muswell Hill & Fortis Green Association, had drafted a statement  saying that “The present layout encourages drivers to speed in Priory Road. When the lights are green on Muswell Hill there is nothing to stop cars sweeping at high speeds into Priory Road. When lights are red the two lanes encourage competitive starts as soon as the lights change.” He had gone on to suggest some traffic calming measures. 

It was agreed that a sub-group of Jim Jenks, Joyce Rosser and Chris Barker would meet to discuss this further and draw up an action plan. They will discuss this with local councillors. It was agreed to ask if any WERA members have traffic planning expertise and would like to join the group.

9. WERA June newsletter

Joyce will prepare draft and circulate to committee members. It will be the same format as last year. Various subjects for inclusion were suggested including the Playing Out scheme. 

10. WERA AGM

This is held in first half of July. Joyce will check out possible dates. It was agreed to ask Mark Evison to talk about Alexandra Park. 

11. Any other business

Police Ward Panel Jack said that the next Muswell Hill meeting will be on Friday. 
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