[bookmark: _GoBack]Warner Estate Residents Association
Minutes of committee meeting 26th January 2015

Present:  Jim Jenks, Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Ursula Maestranzi, Robert Giles, Adrian Thomas, Antonia Denford, Jeff Probst, Dick Hudson and Alison Walker. 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from David Liebeck, Robyn Thomas and Ros Jenks. 

2. Minutes of the last meeting - minutes of the meeting held on 3rd November 2014 were agreed.

3. Matters arising

a) Hornsey Depot planning application The legal challenges were unsuccessful so the development could now go ahead. Signs have been erected asking for “expressions of interest” in the homes. The unknown is whether Sainsbury’s still want to build the large supermarket. 
b) Warner Road trees In the autumn there had been a lot of dissatisfaction in Warner Road with the lime trees planted about ten years ago. They can harbour honeydew-producing aphids so sticky stuff drops on to parked cars. Local residents had complained to Alex Fraser, the council aboriculturist (and taken it to local MP). Alex Fraser responded saying there hadn’t been any problems prior to this summer; honey dew is easily removed with warm soapy water; aphids are an important source of food for birds; and there is no reason why aphid colonisation should occur in future years.  He said that removing eight healthy trees would be difficult to justify. Adrian, WERA Warner Road rep, has looked into the problem and suggested that some trimming might be helpful. He agreed that removal not appropriate.
c) Redston Road trees Alex Fraser informed WERA that his department’s tree planting programme is targeting Muswell Hill ward so they are looking to plant replacement trees in Redston Road where records show that there are at least seven vacant tree pits. Individual residents were subsequently consulted about this (yellow “Ts” were marked on pavements to show proposed locations). Some residents were unhappy with location. Generally WERA welcomes new trees.
d) WERA social The social discussed at the last meeting had not been arranged because the Three Compasses has new ownership and is partially closed at the moment. If the Three Compasses is not suitable, an alternative venue will be sought.

4. Treasurer’s report  

Joyce reported that £215 subs paid into bank account since last meeting. The only expenditure has been £57.93 for ink cartridges, etc. WERA bank balance is £1161.26 (in addition WERA is holding £180 belonging to the Danvers Road street party fund). 

5. Alexandra Palace and Park

Dick reported that they were still waiting for planning permission and then for the HLF decision. The Newland Road area has been improved. There is now an orchard in the Park at the back of The Grove (by old railway track).

6. Priory Common and PCO

More daffodil bulbs were planted in November. There is graffiti on the glass of the Priory Common notice board which needs to be removed. Joyce will contact Frontline.

WERA has submitted a funding bid to the council’s “small parks grants” scheme for £500 for improvements to Priory Common Orchard. This is towards £1000 worth of work (in-money and in-kind) already done - four water butts, notice board, signage, water feature, etc. 

7. WERA website and WERA Yahoo group

Dick reported that the Yahoo group now has 265 members and there have been lots of lively exchanges of information and views. The committee thanked Dick for managing the Yahoo group and rebuilding the WERA website.

8. Traffic issues

There was further discussion of the Muswell Hill/Priory Road traffic junction and the new traffic calming measure at the Park Avenue South/Park Road junction. There had recently been a council consultation about the Abbeville Road shared use alleyway. There were differing views on this.

Residents have been complaining on the WERA Yahoo group about increasing parking pressures. Vehicles from CPZ areas can park in our streets. There has been talk of Alexandra Park introducing parking charges for events which would impact on our patch. 

9. Police

Jack said that the Muswell Hill ward meetings and mailings are on hold at the moment; the next meeting will be in March. Joyce and Richard Green, a PAN resident, represented WERA at a recent Haringey Neighbourhood Watch meeting.

10. Any other business

Four Estates and a Pub walk  This local walk had been repeated on 1st January. In spite of poor weather 18 people took part.

11. Date of next meeting will be Monday 11th May 2015.
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