Warner Estate Residents Association
Minutes of committee meeting 28th April 2014

Present: David Liebeck (chair), Jim Jenks, Ros Jenks, Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Ursula Maestranzi, Robert Giles, Adrian Thomas, Antonia Denford. 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Jeff Probst, Jason Beazley, Dick Hudson, Robyn Thomas and Jo Barrett. 

2. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 27th January 2014 were agreed.

3. Matters arising

a) Hornsey Depot planning application: This went back to planning committee in February where it was passed by the chair’s casting vote. The Recycling and Reuse Centre will move to Western Road.
b) 21st Century Homes: This event which aimed to help householders make their homes more sustainable was held over the 15th-16th March weekend. There was a half day conference (with exhibition and talks) on the Saturday in the Moravian Church and visits to houses on the Sunday. About 200 people attended including many from WERA. There will be a report in the WERA newsletter.

4. Treasurer’s report

Joyce reported that expenditure since last meeting was £14.99 for website; £25 to Haringey Federation of Residents Associations; and £76.05 for printing February flyers. The balance now stands at £1131.76.

It had been suggested that WERA subs should be reduced from £3 to £2 per household or even not collected this year. After discussion it was agreed that subs will be collected in June as usual and should remain at £3. Several road representatives pointed out how valuable it was visit households to collect subs and talk to residents. They said that nobody complained about the amount – in fact people thought WERA was very good value. There will be expenses connected with the newsletter and AGM. It was suggested that WERA might fund one or more street trees. Joyce will contact Alex Fraser, council tree officer, to get costings.

5. Alexandra Palace and Park

Duncan Wilson, AP Chief Executive, gave a report to the recent Area Forum. They are still looking for a developer for the hotel. 

There was discussion about the Moscow State Circus. There had been more complaints about noise including from the generator (it was suggested that this could be soundproofed). There had been an incident of oil leaking into the pond at the back of Redston Road houses but this had apparently been resolved. Jim is following up various matters. 

6. Priory Common

David asked issue of whether the very large plane trees needed pruning. It was agreed to ask Alex Fraser. Joyce said that in the past WERA had monitored the state of the benches, trees, shrubs, etc. on the Common but recently had paid less attention to this. It was agreed to organise a tour of the Common with Tony Healey, local Parks Manager.

Priory Common Orchard is thriving with weekly work sessions. Gemma Harris has created lots of explanatory signs (on recycled plastic lids). Because it is so public the area gets lots of visitors and so far no damage. Gemma has asked for a notice board so she can put more information about what is happening. Joyce has contacted Tim Pyall, council officer, to get details of notice boards. This could be funded partly by WERA and partly by Parks Small Grants bid. After discussion it was agreed that it was important to get a notice board that was the right style (informal, from recycled material, etc.) and in the right location (not too obtrusive). Joyce will continue to explore this.

7. WERA website and WERA Yahoo group

There was further discussion of the Yahoo group responses about Veolia contract. There was no consensus. The majority considered that our existing guidelines are adequate.
 
8. Traffic and parking

Jim said there will be no further developments relating to the Alexandra Palace Way Pay and Display or the borough-wide 20mph speed limit proposal until after the council elections.

There was discussion about the Muswell Hill/Park Road/Priory Road junction which is confusing and therefore likely to cause accidents. It was suggested that the white lines should be repainted and extra signage considered. Joyce will take these up with council traffic officers.
 
9. Crime and policing

The Royal Mail is investigating the report compiled by WERA residents about stolen post. 

10. WERA Newsletter

As usual this will come out at the end of May for distribution during June. It was agreed that it will be four pages in colour. Once again it will be an account of events over past 12 months and information about WERA (this is particularly relevant for new residents). 

11. AGM

It was agreed that we invite Derek Drew-Smith, the council Flood and Surface Water Manager, to speak about the work being carrying out by Thames Water and other organisations to clean up the waterways. Adrian suggested that we invite Ian Holt, the council Nature Conservation Officer, to speak at a future meeting. It was also suggested that we organise a social event in the autumn (the party for the postman had been very popular).

12. Any other business

a) New railway sheds – it was considered that these spoil the views from Ally Pally. Painting them green was suggested.
b) Housing development near reservoirs – this had been identified as a development site in the “Site Allocations” document.

David Liebeck
Chair



