Warner Estate Residents Association
Minutes of committee meeting 3rd November 2014

Present:  Jim Jenks, Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Ursula Maestranzi, Robert Giles, Adrian Thomas, Antonia Denford., Jeff Probst, Dick Hudson and Alison Walker. 

1. Introductions

Jim Jenks in the chair welcomed Alison Walker, the new road representative for Linzee Road, to her first WERA committee meeting.

2. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from David Liebeck, Robyn Thomas, Ros Jenks and Jo Barrett. 

3. Minutes of the last meeting - minutes of the meeting held on 28th April 2014 were agreed.

4. Minutes of the AGM -  minutes of the AGM 10th July 2014 were noted. It was agreed that it would have been better if the speaker’s presentation had been shorter (leaving time for questions) and more geared to a lay audience.
 
5. Matters arising

a) Hornsey Depot planning application:  There has been a legal challenge to this from Hornsey Action Group. A second (very similar) planning application has been submitted by St James and Sainsbury’s but the council have indicated that they will not deal with this until the legal matters relating to the first planning application have been resolved.
b) Stolen post: Jim said that this matter had been taken up by Lynne Featherstone MP. The Royal Mail indicated that action had been taken. There have been few recent complaints. It was suggested that the new sorting office might have tighter security.
c)  Palace Parade shops: The Queen of Tarts has re-opened and a new flower shop is due to open in Park Road. 

6. Treasurer’s report  

Joyce reported that expenditure since the AGM was £174.12.  £583 for 2014/15 subs has been paid into the bank. The bank balance stands at £1039.84 (in addition WERA is holding £180 belonging to the Danvers Road street party fund). A further £215 for subs has been received.

7. Alexandra Palace and Park

A series of public consultation meetings about proposals for the east end have been held. Dick reported that there was a presentation on the plans to the Consultative Committee (which approved the plans) and the Advisory Committee (which wanted to get an opinion from an industrial archaeologist). There is disagreement about the BBC studio windows – filled in since the 1930s – whether they should be re-opened or left as they are. Antonia said that the CAAC had made a response. The plans have gone to the Board for approval. A bid for Heritage Lottery Funding has to be made by 10th November. A planning application has been submitted to the council for a decision by March 2015.

The Fireworks display on 1st November was fully booked. Adrian referred to delays in people getting through the gates as a result of this fireworks display started half an hour late. It was agreed to send feedback about the event to APP eg all gates should be open after the fireworks to allow people to exit safely and quickly.

8. Priory Common

Joyce reported that Priory Common Orchard is going well with weekly work sessions.  A funding bid for notice boards and other improvements (eg four water butts) is being prepared and will be submitted to the council parks department.

 WERA has received daffodil bulbs from the council so it was agreed to organise a planting session on Priory Common on 9th November. Jack mentioned a dead tree on the Common in front of the Priory which could be a hazard. WERA will ask for it to be cut down.

A lot of new graffiti has been put up along Priory Road including on the Priory Common notice board (now removed by council) and the electricity substation on Priory Common Orchard. 

9. Warner Road trees

About ten years ago a number of plane trees in WERA roads had to be removed due to subsidence damage to houses. Alex Fraser, the council  aboriculturist, spoke at a WERA public meeting explaining the council’s policy (trees are only cut down when it is clear that they are responsible for subsidence damage).  Subsequently Warner Road representatives met with Alex and his colleagues to discuss what alternative trees should be planted in their street. Ten lime trees were planted but these are now causing problems because the trees harbour honeydew-producing aphids and sticky stuff drops on to parked cars. Rachel Oakes, a Warner Road resident, had agreed to liaise with other residents and discuss options with Alex. Because of difficulties in getting a response from him they have asked Lynne Featherstone MP to take up the matter.

The committee thanked Rachel’s group for pursuing this.  It was agreed to contact her to ask if her group needs WERA committee members’ involvement. 

10. WERA website and WERA Yahoo group

There have been some recent emails on the WERA Yahoo group sparked by the Warner Road residents asking Lynne Featherstone to intervene on their tree problem. One message referred to this and went on to attack various Coalition Government policies. 

Joyce had prepared an outline of the email exchanges and a reminder of the Yahoo group’s “code of conduct”. There was a lengthy discussion of these. A number of conclusions were reached:

a) MPs represent all their residents (not just those who voted for them) so it is perfectly legitimate to ask them to take up local issues. This counts as case work and MPs have staff dealing with this work. It is separate from an MP’s parliamentary work and therefore not “political”. For instance, WERA had asked the MP to take up the stolen post issue with the Royal Mail. Councillors also do case work.

b)  It was agreed that “party political” issues should be discouraged on the mailing list. Guidelines on local notice boards say “This notice board will not display any material that is party political, offensive or likely to generate hatred or discrimination.” It was noted that several WERA members had stood in local elections but, quite correctly, they had never sought to campaign through WERA channels.

c) There was a range of views about “political” with a small “p” because almost everything can be political in this sense, including CPZs – one of the Yahoo group’s favourite topics.  People were urged to be sensible.

d) The general and most important point was that people should avoid sending anything impolite or that might offend others or that could be construed in this way.

Dick agreed to review the Code of Conduct on the WERA website to see if it needs any revision.

11. WERA social

Following the success of last year’s WERA social held for Neil the postman, it was agreed to hold another social (“WERA Get Together”) at the Three Compasses in the New Year. This will be an opportunity for residents to meet their neighbours and WERA committee members, and to say thank you to Jason Beazley, former road representative for Linzee Road who has moved out of the area.

12. Traffic issues

Jack reported that the recent Police Ward Panel meeting had raised concerns about the Muswell Hill/Park Road/Priory Road/Alexandra Palace Way junction. The road markings had recently been repainted but it remains a difficult junction.

There remains continuing concern about visibility for cars turning into Priory Road from Danvers Road and about east-bound vehicles from Muswell Hill speeding on Priory Road.

13. Any other business

There was brief discussion about small areas of land within WERA where ownership is unclear.

14. Date of next meeting will be Monday 26th January 2015.
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