Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of meeting 17th April 2012
Present: David Liebeck, Dick Hudson, Jason Beazley, Antonia Denford, Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Ursula Maestranzi and Jim Jenks
1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Robert Giles, Jeff Probst, Emily Aristotelous, Ros Jenks and Adrian Thomas
2. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th January were agreed.
3. Matters arising

Suggestions for improving the area   By email and in the February flyer we asked for ideas to improve the area (possibly using WERA funds). There was only one suggestion: a history information board on Priory Common (similar to those in Priory Park). Jason said that Linzee Road residents would like more trees in their street. Joyce will ask Alex Fraser, council tree officer, how much this would cost.
4. Treasurer’s report

Joyce reported expenditure since the last meeting:  £25 subscription to Haringey Federation of Residents Association (HFRA); £42.89 printing February flyer; £33 website, and £6.70 website domain transfer.  WERA funds stand at £1028.93 in the bank and £9 in cash.

It was agreed to make a donation of £100 (£66.44 from WERA and the £39.56 remaining in the Paul Eddington Memorial Fund) towards the printing costs of the River Moselle walk guide, which is to be published by Haringey Friends of Parks Forum, supported by HFRA.

5. Alexandra Palace and Park 

David, Dick and Jim reported on recent meetings. Terry Farrell, the architect, is conducting a spatial modelling analysis of the Palace’s interior structure. Collier is continuing its regeneration analysis (funded by Heritage Lottery grant), which identified entertainment as the Palace’s key role. The various models will be put forward for consultation from 18th May for six weeks.

It was agreed to have an article about this in the WERA June newsletter and to invite Duncan Wilson, the new APP CEO, to speak at the WERA AGM.

There was discussion of the BMX event, which will close a section of the Park for four weeks (two weeks to set up structures; four days, 18th-22nd May, for the event itself; and two weeks to take down structures). There will be up to 10,000 spectators. Over the six-week Olympic period there will be the Holland Heineken House event at the Palace. It is not clear whether the public will be able to go to the Palace when the Olympic flame is taken there on 25th July after its procession along Tottenham High Road, Lordship Lane, Westbury Avenue, Hornsey High Street and Priory Road.
6. Priory Common

Local residents have made donations of plants for the Priory Common Orchard. A “Big Lunch” event will be from 1pm on Sunday 3rd June on the Orchard.
7.  WERA website and WERA Yahoo group

Dick reported that both are going well. We have changed our website provider. There are more photos on the Photo Gallery. 
There are now nearly 200 members of the Yahoo group. It was agreed that it should be explained to WERA members who are on email that there are three options: to receive the “WERA and Local News” mailing once a month;  to join the Yahoo group and receive about 80 emails a month; or to get the Yahoo Digest (one daily email).
8. Traffic and parking
There was further discussion of the new crossing on Priory Road and its impact on traffic. Jim reported that he has not had much feedback about the extension of the Crouch End CPZ (in December). Jason said that Linzee Road parking is more difficult and there have also been more cross-overs built in Redston Road. Jim said that a focus group will be set up over the next few months to discuss traffic issues following the extension of the Crouch End CPZ. It was stressed that this should take account of possible changes to parking in Alexandra Palace and Park.
9.  Crime and policing

Jim reported that Sergeant Julie Fleming has now left Muswell Hill SNT. The Ward Panel is discussing ward priorities. WERA had raised concerns about this process. The panel have now agreed to accept email responses but some WERA committee members had doubts about the survey’s methodology – how representative the sample is, whether it should be done every three months, how the results relate to other more scientific evidence of crime trends, etc.

10. June newsletter
This will have items on Alexandra Palace and Priory Common Orchard and other recent news and is to be produced in May for distribution to road representatives in early June.

11.  WERA AGM

It was agreed that this will be held in the first week of July (possibly Monday 2nd) with Duncan Wilson as guest speaker. There will also be information about Priory Common Orchard, copies of the River Moselle walk guide and refreshments. 

David Liebeck   
Chair

