Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of meeting 15th October 2012
Present: David Liebeck, Dick Hudson, Antonia Denford, Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Ursula Maestranzi, Jeff Probst, Robert Giles and Adrian Thomas
1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Jason Beazley, Emily Aristotelous, Ros Jenks and Jim Jenks.
2. Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th April were agreed.
3. Matters arising

Cost of street trees  Alex Fraser, council tree officer, says that it costs £210 for residents to have a tree planted in their street.

4. Minutes of the AGM  These were noted.
5. Treasurer’s report

£877 collected so far for WERA 2012/13 subscriptions. Expenditure since AGM is £10.98 (AGM papers) and £16.00 (handouts for Four Estates walk).  WERA funds stand at £1423.10.

6. Alexandra Palace and Park 

There were concerns about the time taken to repair the damage to the park caused by the Red Bull event (it was not clear whethere there is any long term damage). There is a possibility of another Red Bull event next year. 
The night-time closure of Redston Fields gate proposed by Alexandra Park had been discussed by APP committees and then on WERA Yahoo group (some residents in favour, others opposed). It is also proposed to close the Grove Muswell Hill entrance (both for a trial one-year period). There was discussion about whether planning permission and wider consultation are required or desirable and whether there will be any impact on other entrances such as North View Road or Dukes Avenue. 
7. Priory Common

Work is continuing on Priory Common Orchard. The large lime tree is to be cut down because it is diseased and growing at such an angle that it could fall on the children’s nursery. A resident is donating four memorial fruit trees (two damsons and two almonds) which will be planted on the west side of the orchard. Wood chip has been donated by a local tree surgeon. It was agreed to pay £55 for compost from the Eco Park. 
The council has provided another 1000 daffodil bulbs to be planted on Sunday 4th November.
There has been discussion about removing ivy from a section of the Priory Common wall but this hasn’t been progressed.

8.  WERA website and WERA Yahoo group

Dick reported that Chris Reed, a WERA member, has offered to work with him on redesigning the website. This was welcomed.
9. Traffic and parking
Junctions of Danvers Road and Warner Road with Priory Road   In September Jim Jenks, Robyn Thomas and Chris Barker had a site meeting with Danny Gayle from the council traffic department to discuss problems at these junctions. Mr Gayle’s report noted that some vehicles were travelling at inappropriate speeds. Traffic calming measures could include the introduction of central islands.  There are restricted sightlines for vehicles entering Priory Road from Danvers and Warner Roads, especially the latter because of the bend in Priory Road. The report states “Officers are required to explore solutions to this problem.” Options could include kerb build outs and the removal of one footway parking space at each location.

DIY Hornsey Heart project  WERA representatives have attended meetings to discuss various traffic calming measures.

Proposed South Hornsey CPZ  WERA representatives were present at a well-attended meeting in the summer organised by the council to discuss the impact of recent extensions to Crouch End CPZ. Residents from the Hillfield Avenue/Harold Road area wanted a CPZ. Council is therefore consulting with all residents in these roads. Residents in the surrounding areas (including WERA roads) are receiving an “information letter”. There has been a lot of discussion about CPZs on the WERA Yahoo group. Jason Beazley has collated responses from Linzee Road residents, where the parking situation is more difficult.
10. Crime and policing

Jack reported on the new Muswell Hill SNT members. There have been some recent thefts from postmen’s trolleys.

11. HornseyN8
Joyce reported on a new informal group of residents and traders along Hornsey High Street and Priory Road. The group meets every three to four months at the Three Compasses and has set up a HornseyN8 Yahoo group. Its main aim is to improve the High Street area.  It has carried out a street audit and restored the Rectory Gardens notice board. Bulb planting and other projects are underway. The group is meeting with Gordon Rathbone and Miriam Bracewell, Hornsey Carnival Chair and Vice Chair, to discuss increasing local involvement in the 2013 Hornsey Carnival.

12.  WERA activities
It was agreed to have public meeting in January about Tottenham High Road’s heritage and regeneration. It was suggested that we invite Ian Holt, the council nature conservation officer, to speak at a future WERA meeting. 

13. Any other business

There were complaints about overgrown hedges blocking pavements. It is possible to report this to council which then sends letter to the householder. It was agreed to find out about council guidelines on hedges and publicise them.

14. Date of next meeting  This will be on Monday 21st January 2013.
David Liebeck   
Chair

