Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of meeting 26th January 2011
Present:  David Liebeck (chair), Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Jeff Probst, Adrian Thomas, Antonia Denford, Ursula Maestranzi, Dick Hudson, Emily Aristotelous, Jim Jenks and Ros Jenks
1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Robert Giles and Jason Beazley.        
2. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th October 2010 were agreed.
3. Matters arising

APP Statutory Advisory Board membership: After the last committee meeting WERA asked if anyone wished to be the second WERA representative on this body. Nobody had come forward. David will find out if there is still a vacancy.
4. Treasurer’s report

Joyce reported that since the last meeting £32.50 had been spent on the November flyer (distributed to 650 households) leaving £1163.88 remaining in WERA funds (plus an extra £3 subs for Danvers Road handed in at the meeting). £76.41 has been spent on bluebells leaving £117.36 in the Paul Eddington fund (for Priory Common). For information she distributed a breakdown of WERA’s income and expenditure over the last five years.
5. Alexandra Palace and Park
David reported that the ice rink had reopened. There is to be a walkabout at various development sites for members of the Advisory and Consultative Committees. Discussion on APP governance and the role of the two committees is continuing. Independent advisors are to be appointed to the Trust Board.  There is increasing concern about the fabric of the building and the General Manager is trying to get £0.5 million for urgent repairs. Some WERA members had recently renewed requests for a path across Redston Fields. This was costed at £25,000 but the Trust Board had not been convinced of the need for it and the financial situation now rules it out.

6.  Priory Common

There were two work sessions in November - planting, pruning and tidying up. The Parks Department provided daffodils and bluebells. A “Spring Clean” will be organised in March. A Christmas tree (found discarded) has been planted near the Priory Common notice board. It has been suggested that the western end of the Common become an orchard/woodland (there are already two apple trees). Tony Healey, Parks Department Manager, has agreed to this and some saplings have been donated by WERA members. Joyce will discuss the planting with Tree Trust for Haringey (and get stakes and wire netting). There seems to be a recurrence of flooding on part of the site so Joyce has asked Thames Water to investigate. WERA has been notified that a new, small (2m x 2m) electricity substation is to be built in the extreme north-western corner surrounded by hedges. This is permitted development so does not need a planning application. The access/cable rights run along the side of 110 Priory Road so trees cannot be planted in that area.
7. WERA website and WERA Yahoo group

The Yahoo group now has 160 plus members. There was discussion about whether there should be more links to other community organisations on the website. A few suggestions were made and others will be sent to Dick.

8.  Traffic
Jeff has continued to press council traffic officers to improve local road markings. The markings have now been repainted. 
9. Crime and policing
There was discussion of recent incidents in Alexandra Park but details were lacking. What information is known has been well publicised on the WERA Yahoo group. 
10. Future WERA activities
The WERA Local History Walk will be repeated in February or March. 
WERA will sponsor a concert with some “travelling players” from St Petersburg who have performed in the area in the past. It will be held at the Moravian Church on 3rd or 4th May. 
WERA has suggested that Hornsey Historical Society might like to organise a joint HHS/WERA meeting on the history of the Moravian Church with a presentation by Rev. Joachim Kreusel and a tour of the church. We are waiting to hear from HHS.
11.  Any other business
a) Haringey Federation of Residents Associations. It was agreed to pay £25 subscription to HFRA, which now has 170 residents groups across the borough in membership.
b) Former WERA Treasurer. Jack informed the committee that Douglas Walsh, a former WERA Treasurer, had died.

c) Redston Road street party. This year it will be a tea party on 29th April (the day of the royal wedding).
12.  Date of next meeting 

The next committee meeting will be at 8pm on Thursday 14th April 2011.

David Liebeck

Chair
