Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of meeting 4th October 2010
Present:  David Liebeck (chair), Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Jeff Probst, Adrian Thomas, Antonia Denford, Ursula Maestranzi, Jason Beazley, Robert Giles and Ros Jenks
1. Welcome and introductions
The Chair welcomed Robert Giles, the new Priory Avenue Road Representative.
2. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Emily Aristotelous, Dick Hudson and Jim Jenks.        
3. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 12th April 2010 were agreed and the AGM minutes of 
5th July 2010 were noted.
4. Matters arising  
Local history walk took place on Sunday with 18 people (in spite of miserable weather) and was a nice social occasion. It will be held again in the spring. 
5. Treasurer’s report

Joyce reported that at the AGM we had £315.15 balance. We have since received £928 for 2010/11 subscriptions (equivalent to 309 households in membership). Since the AGM we have spent £12.00 for photocopying AGM papers and £8.00 for flyers (for Redston Road and Priory Avenue) with two outstanding bills for £9.87 (leaflets for local history walk) and £16.90 (ink cartridges). WERA funds therefore stand at £1196.38. 
There is £193.77 in the Paul Eddington fund (for Priory Common). It has been agreed to spend about £150 of this on bluebells.

6. Alexandra Palace and Park
David reported there have been few developments since the WERA AGM at which Rebecca Kane spoke. The rebuilding of the ice rink is going ahead in spite of unanticipated problems which mean that it will cost more than expected. 

The next meeting of the APP Statutory Advisory Board will be in October. Harry Aspden used to be the second WERA representative on this committee. Although there was now a vacancy he no longer wishes to be a member so there needs to be a new WERA representative. After discussion it was agreed that the WERA membership should be invited to nominate someone or volunteer for this. David agreed to draft the wording. As David is unable to attend the October meeting Adrian will attend in his place.
7. Priory Common

There will be two work sessions on the Common on 6th and 7th November for planting bluebells, more daffodils and other plants, pruning and tidying up. The Parks Department is no longer able to cut the shrubs or to provide free bulbs. A flyer publicising the work sessions will be distributed to all households at the end of October (this year due to the cancellation of the fireworks display there will be no road entry permits to distribute).
Developing the idea of Priory Common as the Warner estate “front garden” it was suggested that a sculpture or some other feature might be appropriate.

8. WERA website and WERA Yahoo group

The history section of the website has been updated to include more information about John Farrer from Janet Owen’s book. Jeff agreed to provide Dick with a number of items on the website which need updating.
9. Traffic
Jeff has been in contact with council traffic officers about various issues including the width of the Priory Road islands which are too narrow for bikes - the response was “not feasible” - bike riders should dismount. Jim is in discussion with council officers over the junction of Warner Road and Priory Road where parked vehicles block visibility. WERA would still like to see a pedestrian crossing at the Danvers Road junction. Jeff will ask the council to repaint road markings where they have become faint (eg for right turn from Park Road into Priory Road and for left turn out of Alexandra Park). The police intend to do some more speed checks on Priory Road.

It was noted that there is more traffic parked on our roads including white vans and other commercial vehicles, probably due to us being outside the CPZs.
10. Crime and policing
Jack attended the recent meeting of the SNT Ward Panel. He circulated SNT questionnaires asking for residents’ priorities.

11. Other possible WERA activities
Committee members were encouraged to think about future activities. Members will also be asked for ideas.
12. Any other business
Subscriptions Ursula described the problems in collecting WERA subscriptions mainly because it is difficult to find people at home. However, the number of households paying their subs this year is a record.

13.  Date of next meeting 

The next committee meeting will be at 8pm on Thursday 27th January 2011.

David Liebeck

Chair
