Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of meeting 25th January 2010
Present:  David Liebeck (chair), Adrian Thomas, Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Ursula Maestranzi, Harry Aspden, Jeff Probst, Dick Hudson, Colin Brewster.
1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Emily Aristotelous, Antonia Denford, Ros Jenks, Jim Jenks and Jason Beazley.        
2. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 19th October 2009 were agreed.
3. Matters arising  
There were no matters arising.

4. Treasurer’s report

Joyce reported that the expenses for the police meeting were £37.50 (hire of hall) and £14.80 (printing flyers). So far we have paid out £655.98 for the Priory Common project (this comes out of the grant we were awarded). It was agreed to pay £25 subscription to Haringey Federation of Residents Associations.

5. Website and WERA Yahoo group

Dick reported that the website gets on average four hits a day (84% from UK, 8% from USA). The Yahoo group now has 134 members. He has sorted out and explained the searching archive facility. The committee thanked Dick for his work on the website and the Yahoo group – both of which are really successful and well used.
6. Alexandra Palace and Park
David, Harry, Dick and Jack reported on the discussions taking place about the governance of the Palace. There was doubt about the value of the “away day”. The next meetings of the Consultative and Advisory Committees will continue to discuss the governance options.
It was unclear how active the Friends of Alexandra Park are. Joyce will contact them and ask that WERA and other local residents groups be kept informed of their activities.

There was further brief discussion about the planning application for an “Adizone” on Newlands Field which had been refused planning permission. Whilst agreeing that there is a need for facilities for young people, it was felt that this particular proposal was flawed.
There are various new projects in the Park such as pitch and putt developments and the Little Dinosaurs playgroup.

7. Priory Common
Joyce reported that five half day work sessions were held before the end of November including a bulb planting session. Further sessions will be held in the spring. 
8. Crime and policing

25 people attended a WERA meeting in late November with members of the Muswell Hill Safer Neighbourhood Team (the Hornsey SNT had been invited but phoned during the meeting to say that they couldn’t attend because they were in the process of making an arrest). The meeting was called in response to concerns expressed by a number of WERA members on the WERA Yahoo group. The meeting had clarified the role of the SNTs.

9. John Farrer meeting

This meeting will be held on 8th March. Joyce has met with Janet Owen, the speaker, to discuss arrangements. Posters have been produced and flyers will be distributed to all households nearer the date. Hornsey Historical Society will provide a bookstall.
10. Traffic
Jeff has discussed the concerns raised at the last meeting with Tony Kennedy from the council traffic department. Nothing can be done about people making illegal left turns from Priory Road into Park Road. Parks Department will look at whether overgrowing shrubs in the planters obstruct pedestrians’ view as they cross Priory Road in front of the shops. Tony indicated that the ‘VATS’, which flash a warning to motorists who are going over 30mph, were never intended to have the capability to collect data on traffic and speed. Tony feels they may affect 10-15% of speeders in the early stages but lose their effectiveness over time. The Council has recently purchased speed guns for the police to use. Tony is discussing locations with the police and Jeff will speak to him shortly after the start of the new financial year about Priory Road, though the priorities will be Green Lanes and Tottenham High Road. Haringey is taking a ‘holistic’ view of the roads, incorporating pedestrians, cyclists, buses and schools. Jeff again requested a pedestrian crossing on Priory Road (by Danvers Road) and was told that this would require a feasibility study. Signs warning about old people crossing might be useful. The difficulties of traffic islands for bike riders was mentioned by Adrian.
The closure of the road through Alexandra Park on three days (for which we had received advanced warning) led to severe traffic congestion. The road will be closed for another two days in the first week of February but this time the W3 bus will not be diverted.

11. Ice and snow

Joyce distributed information about the location of grit bins throughout the borough.

12. Any other business
a) Disappearance of fire hydrant was raised. To be investigated.
b) Bollards by Redston Fields Gate had been tarmacked. Mark Edison has been informed.
c) Ally Pally angel – Jeff has been told that there is no funding to illuminate this.

d) Tall poles – question about tall poles (similar to lamp posts) – are they part of sewage system?
13. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Monday 12th April 2010.
David Liebeck

Chair
