Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of meeting 2nd April 2009
Present:  David Liebeck (chair), Adrian Thomas, Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Ursula Maestranzi, Harry Aspden, Emily Aristotelous, Jeff Probst, Dick Hudson, Antonia Denford, Ros Jenks, Jim Jenks and Colin Brewster
1. Apologies for absence 

There were no apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 29th January 2008 were approved.
3. Matters arising  
There were no matters arising.

4. Treasurer’s report

Total subscription income for 2008/09 is £577 (288 households in membership). There has been no expenditure or income received since January committee meeting. WERA funds stand at £472.31. 
There is £193.77 in the Paul Eddington Memorial Fund. An invoice is expected from Parks Department for two apple trees planted on Priory Common.
5. Alexandra Palace and Park
Further discussions are taking place about the future of the Palace including looking for other developers. A joint meeting of the Trust Board, the Consultative Committee and the Advisory Committee is likely to be held. David reported that the Firoka company is suing the Palace for £6 million.  
Dick and Harry reported that both the Consultative Committee and the Advisory Committee had considered the proposed path across Redston Fields. A plan of the path is being prepared and there will be a site meeting to discuss this. It has not yet  been approved by the Trust Board (and it is understood that the Chair, Cllr Pat Egan, is opposed to it). Funding is also an issue. It could be done in two stages. Antonia raised concerns about the design of the park entrance, which needs to prevent motorbikes getting access.
There was discussion of the water treatment works and concern about its appearance. The disruption caused to local residents was noted.
6. Priory Common
A “spring clean” on the Common was organised in March. The bulbs have been much appreciated this year. More crocuses and some bluebells will be planted in the autumn. Joyce made a complaint to Thames Water about the burst water main in the north-west corner of the Common (behind the solicitor’s office). This has now been investigated and the site marked  up for further exploration.

As reported at the last committee meeting WERA carried out a survey of Priory Road residents’ views of the tall trees on Priory Common. Only a small number had concerns. These have been reported to Alex Fraser, the Council Aboriculturist, who will visit the site. Members felt that limited thinning of some trees might be appropriate if the shape of the trees is protected.

WERA supported by the Moravian church has made a “Grassroots” funding application for £5000 for work on the shrubs on Priory Common. If granted it would be available for work to be done in the autumn and winter.
7. WERA Yahoo group and WERA website
Dick reported that the Yahoo group now has 110 members. 
8. Traffic
Jeff raised his concern that cars turning from Priory Road into Alexandra Park are unable to see any cars coming down Muswell Hill because of the shrubs and brick wall of the traffic island. He agreed to contact Tony Kennedy, the Council Traffic and Road Safety Officer, about this.

9. WERA newsletter
This will be published in May for distribution to all households in June when the new annual subscription of £3 will also be collected. A feature about local crime will be included in the newsletter.
10. Date and topic of AGM
The AGM will be held on Monday 6th July at the Moravian Church Hall. Two possible topics were discussed: saving local shopping centres and shops (Crouch End and Muswell Hill as well as local shops) and the new health facility in Park Road. It was agreed to invite a speaker from the Haringey NHS Primary Care Trust to talk about the services that will be located at the new building. There might be a WERA meeting in the autumn to discuss local shops.
11. Any other business
a) Street parties  Redston Road and Danvers Road have both made arrangements for street parties in the summer. Ursula on behalf of Redston Road asked if WERA could pay £146 to buy four “ Road Closed” signs which could be used by other roads (otherwise they have to hire them). Joyce as the treasurer pointed out that WERA doesn’t have any surplus funds (the previous two years ended with a nil balance). Adrian on behalf of Warner Road said that they make their own signs to block the road. 
b) Replacement pavement trees   Harry and Joyce have been in touch with the Council Aboriculturist about this. Joyce will chase this up. 

c) Lap dancing planning application   Information has been circulated on the WERA Yahoo group inviting individuals to sign the petition objecting to this club in Tottenham Lane. It was not felt that WERA should make any official response as it is not in our area.

12. Date of next meeting

This will be fixed after the AGM.

David Liebeck

Chair
