Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of meeting 29th January 2009
Present:  Adrian Thomas (acting chair), Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Ursula Maestranzi, Harry Aspden, Emily Aristotelous, Jeff Probst and Dick Hudson
1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from David Liebeck, Antonia Denford, Jason Beazley, Ros Jenks and Jim Jenks.
2. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th October 2008 were approved.
3. Matters arising  

a) Thames Water filter plant. Concern was expressed about the size of these buildings and the colour. It was agreed to seek information from Colin Marr of APP CAAC.

b) Redston Road pond. Harry reported that BTCV has carried out restoration work. It was suggested that people should visit the pond to see the improvements. A funding application might be needed for further work which could be made in WERA’s name. Mark Evison is looking into this.
4. Treasurer’s report

2008/09 subscription income is £573. Since the last meeting we have spent £35.87 for flyers distributed in October and £46.45 on Eco meeting (this last figure is net cost of meeting).

5. Alexandra Palace and Park
Dick and Harry reported that Cllr Pat Egan is now Chair of the Trustees and that Rebecca Kane is Managing Director of the Trading Company. 

Before Christmas Dick, Harry and Joyce met with Mark Evison to discuss the Redston Fields path. He is preparing a more detailed proposal with costings to go to Consultative and Advisory Committees. As both these committees are meeting in February it was agreed that Harry would contact Mark to find out what is happening. The various burst water mains in the Park which occurred in autumn (resulting in flooding in Newland Road) were also discussed. Dick, Harry and Joyce had a separate meeting with Val Paley (previously secretary of Palace View Residents Association which is no longer functioning) and Jennifer Bell (Hawthorns Residents Group) to discuss the path and other local issues.

6. Priory Common
a) Bulbs – another 1000 daffodil bulbs were planted in November.

b) Apple trees – two apple trees have been planted (near the solicitor’s office). They have been positioned so that their fruit will not fall on the pavement.

c) Funding bid – Joyce has prepared a bid to fund 18 days work on the shrubs by landscape gardeners. It is supported by the Moravian church.

d) Priory Road tree survey – following a number of complaints about the height and denseness of the Priory Common trees WERA distributed a questionnaire to the 46 Priory Road homes directly facing the Common. 13 responses were received. Six had particular concerns (two – leaves blocking gutters; two – trees blocking light; one – subsidence; and one – poor TV reception). They wanted some trees thinned or reduced in height. Residents (including those with concerns) valued the trees. Tony Healey, parks manager, has said that thinning or reducing trees will just result in increased growth. It was agreed to inform Alex Fraser of survey results and seek his advice (possibly on-site meeting). It was suggested that there might be a method of preventing leaves blocking gutters which would be cheaper than paying to have gutters cleaned every year.

7. Eco meeting, Eco Park visit and Eco team
About 50 people attended the WERA Eco meeting in November. People particularly appreciated hearing about local projects such as the Moravian church’s solar panels. 27 people took part in a WERA outing to the Eco Park (Edmonton Incinerator). Joyce will write report for website. A WERA Eco team has been set up as part of a council-funded project – again a report will be put on the website.
8. WERA Yahoo email group and WERA website
These continue to be successful.
9. Local shops
Jeff reported that shopkeepers had been concerned about a proposed large increase in their rents but he understood that they have now reached an agreement with the agents of the Warner family. It was agreed that we should urge people to support these and other local shops. It was suggested that information about our shops could be put on the website.

10. Any other business

a) It was noted that Linzee Road residents are being consulted about a proposal to have two “Streetcar” (ie car club) parking spaces in their street.

b) Jeff said that he was considering nominating Priory Road as “the most dangerous road in London”. After discussion it was agreed that this was not a good idea as it would affect house prices in the road.

c) It was suggested that the “Angel of Plenty” on Alexandra Palace should occasionally be spotlit. Jeff is pursuing this.
d) Concerns were expressed about the Muswell Hill/Park Road/Priory Road traffic junction – for pedestrians especially school children and for drivers.
e) Members wondered whether Warner Road residents would be organising a ceilidh party as suggested at the AGM.
f) It was reported that Redston Road and Danvers Road residents are already discussing their summer street parties.
11. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be at 8pm on Thursday 2nd April 2009.
Adrian Thomas
Chair

