Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of meeting 24 January 2008
Present:  David Liebeck (chair), Joyce Rosser, Jeff Probst, Jack Noutch, Ursula Maestranzi, Dick Hudson, Harry Aspden, Adrian Thomas, Dan Salem, Ros Jenks, Jim Jenks and Colin Brewster
1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Antonia Denford, David Shelbourn and Jason Beazley.
2. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 October 2007 were approved.
3. Matters arising  

There were no matters arising.
4. Treasurer’s report
Joyce reported there was £574.15 in the bank (£193.77 in the Paul Eddington Memorial Fund and £380.38 in WERA funds). The only expenditure since the last meeting was £14.80 to print the flyer distributed to all households with the fireworks night parking permit.
It was agreed a) to seek ideas from members to improve Priory Common (using Paul Eddington funds) and b) to pay £25 to Haringey Federation of Residents Associations.

5. Alexandra Palace and Park

David reported that the lease situation remains unclear. WERA’s position has been that the Firoka company taking over the lease might be the best available option for the Palace (as millions are needed to restore the building). It is not clear what other options the Save Ally Pally campaign have. Recent press reports suggest that Firoka is still interested in taking the lease. 

A local resident raised concerns about the removal of a fence (since replaced) around the pond in the Park behind Redston Road and the function of the pond.
There have been complaints about the police lifting the road barriers on fireworks night before the display had finished. WERA will raise this with the Park staff in September when they meet with the police to make plans for the 2008 event.

There was concern about the prominent Ladbrokes hoardings on the Palace advertising the darts contest and it was agreed to ask the APP CAAC about this. Members also wanted information about the scope of the licensing (and betting?) application for the event.

6. WERA Guide
The WERA Guide leaflet and questionnaire was distributed by road representatives in mid October with the fireworks night flyer. Dan reported that his plans had been delayed because of the weather and being out of the country. Ten residents had indicated that they wanted to advertise their services (paying £5 each) and local shops also expressed an interest. Dan needs more recommendations for services.  He has visited some people to gauge reactions. He indicated a possible format for the publication. Committee members expressed some concern about the failure to acknowledge receipt of monies received or to provide any explanation for the delay.

There was then discussion of the new WERA Yahoo email group which now has 70 members. Requests for information and advice about services (eg “a good builder”, “someone to help with computer”, etc.) are being circulated. The committee considered various alternatives to a printed publication such as a “notice board” on the WERA website referring people to the Yahoo email archive (where all messages are saved and can be accessed by anyone). The committee decided that it would be preferable to focus on the website rather than hard copy.

It was agreed that a) Dan would draft a flyer setting out this changed policy and advertising the notice board and Yahoo group. This would go to other committee members for comments and revisions. It would then be distributed to all households. b) Dick would set up the notice board on the website. 
c) Dan would refund any payments made.

7. Meeting with Thames Water

In October 2007 WERA organised a meeting with Thames Water for Redston Road residents affected by the July burst water main. 20 residents attended, together with Thames Water managers, local councillors and a council officer. Following the meeting WERA wrote to Ofwat to ask that the trunk main be replaced. Andrew Meek, the Council Emergency Planning Officer, is to meet on site with Thames Water officials to see if any action can be taken to ameliorate the effect of another incident. WERA is following up these issues.
8. Priory Common
About 20 people (including children) planted bulbs and cleaned up Priory Common in November. 

9. Trees

Harry is in regular contact with the council tree officers. Two new trees are to be planted in Linzee Road and three replacement trees in Warner Road. Harry agreed to clarify when plane trees are due for their three-yearly 

pollarding.

10. Local traffic issues

There was considerable concern about high-sided vehicles parked in the pavement parking bays on the north side of Priory Road (previously several of these vehicles parked by the Park entrance). These block visibility for cars turning out of Park Avenue North, Warner Road and Danvers Road. In addition they block the bus lane signs and speed limit signs on the road. It was suggested that some parking spaces near the edges of roads should be removed. Joyce agreed to contact Tony Kennedy, Head of Highways Department, to see what can be done.
After a long battle with Transport for London, WERA finally managed to get the traffic lights at the bottom of Muswell Hill (Park Road/Priory Road junction) changed from “demand dependent” to “automatic” so the green man signals show automatically at each cycle.
11. Any other business
a) Street parties Dan had suggested that WERA should organise some street parties (Warner Road has had its own street party for many years). Adrian agreed to circulate some information.
b) Cecile Park backsite development WERA had objected to a planning application to develop this backsite in Crouch End.
c) Book club As a result of a message on the WERA email list 14 people have formed a local book club.
d) Hornsey Depot site development Consultation about this development has been delayed but is likely in the next few months.
9. Date of next meeting

This will be Thursday 3 April 2008 at 8pm.
David Liebeck

Chair
