Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of committee meeting 26 April 2007 held at 54 Park Avenue North
Present:  David Liebeck (chair), Joyce Rosser, Jeff Probst, Jack Noutch, Dick Hudson, Harry Aspden, Antonia Denford, Jim Jenks, Colin Brewster,.
1. 
Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Adrian Thomas, Robyn Thomas, Ros Jenks, Jason Beazley, David Shelbourn, Ursula Maestranzi
2.
 Minutes of the last meeting held on 24 October 2006 and of additional meeting held on 28 November 2007
These were agreed.

3. 
Matters arising  
a) Centenary meeting – this had been very successful with over 80 members attending. There was a lot of interest in the history of the estate and support for a future meeting to discuss the implications of conservation area status.

b) Electricity substation planning applications (behind 110-116 Priory Road) - WERA objected to two planning applications to develop residential accommodation on this site. Both these applications were withdrawn. A third application had been submitted (one floor lower and one flat less than original proposals). WERA did not respond to this although there had been objections from Alexandra Palace and Park CAAC, Muswell Hill and Fortis Green Association, Buckingham Lodge and one Priory Road resident. A decision is pending.
c) Local shops – the redundant telephone box has still not been removed. WERA will contact the Neighbourhood Officer about this.
4. 
Treasurer’s report

Joyce reported that WERA had not yet received the invoice for the Paul Eddington bench. She will follow this up. Donations at the Centenary meeting had covered the costs of the meeting. There is currently £313.76 in WERA funds.

5. 
Alexandra Palace and Park
David Liebeck reported that the Charity Commissioners have approved the granting of the lease of the Palace to the Firoka company. There is no date as yet for Mr Kassam taking over. Keith Holder and his deputy David Loudfoot have been appointed to monitor developments (as well as a firm of quantity surveyors) Mark Edison has been appointed Parks Manager (to replace Matt Baker). 

Various other matters were raised: the generally good state of the park; concerns about visually obtrusive parking alongside the eastern exit road; the removal of one of the bus stops on the eastern exit road; the lack of a footpath on the north side of this road. The Consultative and Advisory Committees are discussing these matters.

There was a complaint about loud music from the Palace from 5.00am to 5.30am on 21st April at the end of an all-night event. Keith Holder has been contacted. 
6.
Priory Common
There had been a “Spring Cleaning” session in early March. Generally the Common was much cleaner than in the previous year. The Priory Common notice board from WERA’s “Making a Difference” bid will be installed in the near future. WERA will hold the key and make sure that notices displayed are appropriate and up to date.
7. 
Local traffic 
Lynne Featherstone MP forwarded consultation information about the proposal to make the W3 bus a 24-hour service. This had been circulated to the 120 people on the WERA email list and a number had responded favourably. Our road most directly affected by the proposal would be Priory Road (others outside our area would be Rokesly  Avenue, Elmfield Avenue and Ferme Park Road). It was suggested the W3 route might be varied at night time to avoid some residential streets. Further information was sought about the 91 and N91 routes.

The new traffic light system at the bottom of Muswell Hill is now functioning. WERA will ask why the work took eight weeks to complete resulting in severe traffic congestion. There are still concerns about the traffic lights, in particular that the “green man” no longer appears automatically. WERA has been collecting feedback from local residents and shopkeepers. Joyce will arrange an on-site meeting with John Lapping, Haringey Road Safety Officer, and a Transport for London traffic engineer to discuss these matters. Councillor Gail Engert has already been contacted and will be invited to this meeting.
8.
WERA newsletter production and distribution
The newsletter will be produced in May for distribution to road representatives by the beginning of June. It will give advance notice of the date of the AGM.

There was discussion about whether a printed newsletter was still necessary since we have a large email list and a website. The newsletter is distributed to over 600 households at the same time as annual subscriptions are collected. It is a useful way to describe WERA activities and to provide all residents with WERA contact details.
9. 
WERA AGM
This will be in the first week of July (date dependent on availability of Moravian Church Hall). It was suggested that there could be a discussion of the proposed Hornsey Depot Site development but there is unlikely to be any additional information on this by July.  Rather than have a speaker, it was agreed to have a panel consisting of a Muswell Hill councillor, a Hornsey councillor and Sergeant Paul Saunders (of the local Safer Neighbourhood Team) to answer questions from residents.

10. 
Website developments

WERA minutes are now on the website. Some “Reminiscences” provided by an ex-resident of Linsee Road have been put in the history section. It was suggested that some long-time residents might wish to write up their reminiscences. It is not possible to put the Centenary meeting presentations on the website because both used copyright photographs.

Chris Matthews, our website designer, has moved to the south coas, and although he is continuing to be involved Dick Hudson is dealing with day-to-day website matters. The committee thanked Dick for his work on this.
11. 
Neighbourhood Watch/Safer Neighbourhood Teams
The recently erected WERA Neighbourhood Watch signs have been welcomed by residents so some more will be put up. Jack Noutch attends the Muswell Hill Safer Neighbourhood Ward Panel meetings on behalf of WERA. Jason Beazley has agreed to attend the Hornsey equivalent.
12.
Any other business
a) Hornsey magazine – Members asked how they could get copies of this excellent free magazine. Jeff agreed to contact David WinskIll to discuss whether local shopkeepers might stock some copies.
b) Parkland Walk – Jack referred to the controversy over the proposed tarmac cycle track on the Parkland Walk.

c) Derelict house – Colin referred to a local house in a very bad state of repair. 

d) Recycling changes – it was noted that compostable bags have now been provided for food containers; that clothes can no longer be collected; that plastic bags and many other types of plastic cannot be collected.

e) A “Welcome to Hornsey” sign has been erected on Priory Road at the bottom of Linzee Road. This is part of the Hornsey High Street regeneration programme.

David Liebeck 

Chair 

