Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of meeting  24 October 2006 held at 54 Park Avenue North
Present:  David Liebeck (chair), Joyce Rosser, Jeff Probst, Jack Noutch, Ursula Maestranzi, Dick Hudson, Harry Aspden, Robyn Thomas, David Shelbourn, Antonia Denford and Jason Beazley, 
1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Colin Brewster, Ros Jenks, Jim Jenks and Adrian Thomas.
2. Minutes of the last meeting held on 25 April 2006
These were agreed.

3. Matters arising  
a) Backsite victory – residents in Linzee Road, Clovelly Road, Priory Avenue and Priory Road have been successful in stopping the development and have now purchased the site which will become a communal garden. 

b) CPZ – the second stage of the consultation for Hornsey Station CPZ will be restricted to a few roads very close to the station. Neither Palace View Estate nor the Warner Estate will be included.

c) Rosie and John Schilds – members agreed to send a card to Rosie and John, Clovelly and Baden Road representatives, who are moving to Scotland.

d) Jason asked about Matt Baker’s progress report on work in Alexandra Park. This is available on the WERA website. Harry agreed to find out if the Advisory Committee minutes and papers are available on the Haringey Council website (they are).
4. Treasurer’s report

Joyce reported that at the AGM we had £36.25 in the WERA account (excluding the Paul Eddington collection). However £412 has been collected in 2006/07 subscriptions (last year it was £346) which means that we have over 200 members. There has been £36.63 expenditure since the AGM (for photocopying and bench opening expenses).
The Paul Eddington Memorial Bench appeal now stands at £765. The bench will cost £575 and the plaque about £30. The extra funds will be spent on trees and plants for Priory Common. 
5. WERA annual timetable

Joyce circulated a proposed timetable. The newsletter (which is in effect our annual report) will be published in May (with notice of the AGM date) for distribution in June at the same time as membership subscriptions are collected. An AGM flyer will go out two weeks before the AGM.

There could be a “centenary” public meeting in February. It was suggested that this could focus on a discussion about whether the Warner (Priory) estate might become a conservation area. At present the Council is carrying out appraisals on all 28 conservation areas in the borough. Most of Muswell Hill, Crouch End, Highgate and Stroud Green are conservation areas. The meeting could be called “The Warner estate – past and future”, possibly with a panel of speakers about conservation areas. Jason Beazley said that Alan Oattes from Linzee Road had applied to the Council for the area to become a conservation area. It was agreed to hold another committee meeting (inviting Alan Oattes and Matthew Walker)  in November to discuss the proposed public meeting. 
6. Alexandra Park and Palace

David reported that at the Board meeting this week the role of the Charity Commissioners in monitoring the lease would be discussed. He will circulate a letter from WERA to the Charity Commissioners. There was discussion about the status of the Palace (charity in law but not in function). The Charity Commissioners will expect the Trustees to monitor the lease. New issues and problems will come up in the future when the hotel, exhibitions, cinema, etc. are all functioning.
It is unclear whether there will be a TV museum. David said that there will be a consultation period of three years from the signing of the lease for the various groups wanting a museum to come up with a proposal.
Antonia reported that Redston Fields had been quite quiet over the summer possibly because some young people had been scared off by the violent incident. The hole in the fence has been repaired.

7. Priory Common 
The Paul Eddington bench memorial opening had been a great success and was well covered in the local press. The new bench replaced the existing one on the site near the bus stop. Joyce had intended that the old bench (which was in good condition) would be moved to the site east of Park Avenue North to replace the decrepit bench on that site. In fact this did not happen although the latter bench has been given a coat of paint. All of the eight benches on the Common are now in good condition (although the most westerly one has pink paint on it).

WERA has been awarded £1,500 “Make a Difference” funding for a “Priory Common” sign and lockable notice board to go on the Common. This will be a similar design to that on Priory Park.  A bulb planting session has been arranged for the 5th November. 
Joyce is examining possible ways of raising funds for the restoration of the Edwardian wall on the Common.  Steve Amor, a local architectural artist, has produced two drawings of the wall to aid a fundraising campaign.
8. Electricity substation planning application

WERA opposed this planning application, as did about 20 residents from Priory Road, Redston Road and Buckingham Lodge. The planning officers are due to make a decision on whether to recommend the application. If they do, it will go to a Planning Sub-Committee meeting in November. All objectors will be kept informed.

There was some discussion of the function of the building (whether it was a tram shed -apparently it wasn’t) and whether it has any architectural merit.

9. Trees

Warner Road representatives have explored the various replacement trees (where planes trees have had to be cut down) on offer and have agreed on limes (but a type which does not drop sticky substance). There had been a lot of discussion and correspondence about the three plane trees cut down around 125 Redston Road. This was due to a very serious subsidence case. Replacement tree will be needed in due course. Jason pointed out the serious shortage of trees in Linzee Road – Joyce said that this had been recognised when a group of WERA members did a tour of local roads with Alex Fraser and Clare Carter, the two tree officers.

Joyce will contact Alex Fraser to ask about the timetable for replacing trees in Warner Road and planting some more in Linzee Road (both of which should be top of the department’s priorities).  We will also ask how much it costs to sponsor a tree because WERA might be in a position to do this.

10. Website developments

Dick is putting photos of the Paul Eddington memorial bench opening on the website. After discussion, it was agreed that WERA committee minutes will go on the website.

11. Foxes
Robyn commented on the increasing evidence of foxes in the area. They are not recognised as a pest so the Council cannot remove them. It was agreed to monitor the situation.

12. Subscription to Haringey Federation of Residents Association
It was agreed to pay £25 to HFRA which has done a lot of work in monitoring aspects of the Unitary Development Plan and in supporting residents associations across the borough.

13. Shops at the bottom of Muswell Hill

Rani Khan and Erol Direkoglou, the new Neighbourhood Team officers, have toured our local shops (“Palace Parade”) to talk to the shopkeepers and identify problems. A number of issues came up including the redundant telephone box (opposite the Barber Shop) and the poor state of the pavement from Troodos in Priory Road and all along Park Road. Marianne Cadbury, from Just Natural Organic Shop, has agreed to be the contact point for local shopkeepers.
14. Any other business

a) Traffic – Jeff reported that he has spoken to John Lapping, Council Traffic Safety Officer, about the Vehicle Activated Traffic Signs (VATS) in Priory Road. These were meant to monitor traffic speeds but unfortunately the Council has not been able to afford the extra £3,000 it would cost for this service. Jeff talked to him about installing an “old people crossing” sign at the bottom of Danvers Road.  Antonia raised concerns about the junction at the bottom of Muswell Hill which is dangerous for both cars and pedestrians (for the latter there should be a total “green” phase). It was agreed that we ask John Lapping to meet some WERA representatives on site to discuss this.
b) WERA literature distribution – until now we have only distributed WERA literature to each house in our area (about 500) but this excludes the considerable number of flats. It was agreed that in future we should produce enough copies for all households.
c) Street furniture – one of the Park Avenue North signs is broken (this will be reported).

15, Date of next meeting

This will be at 8pm on Tuesday, 28th November. 
David Liebeck 

Chair 

