WERA visit to Eco Park
In January 2009 WERA organised a visit to the London Waste Eco Park. 28 people came on the visit, mostly WERA members but with a few people from other residents’ associations in the borough. Most people know the Edmonton Incinerator on the North Circular Road which was originally established by the GLC in the 1960s but over the years its role has changed. It is now jointly owned by a consortium of North London boroughs (including Haringey) and SITA UK (a subsidiary of Suez Environnement).
Wendy Lord, Corporate Communications Manager, gave an interesting presentation on the waste hierarchy (reduce, reuse, recycle) and the history of the organisation. As expected our members had lots of questions.  Then suitably attired in hi-vis yellow jackets and hard hats we were taken on a tour of the site. We saw how our green garden waste is combined with our food waste to produce compost which is supplied to local parks and allotments. Their process takes 12 weeks to produce compost. People were interested in getting hold of some of this for their gardens but it is delivered in 15 tonne consignments (we have since learned that it will be available to local residents during “national compost week” in May).
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WERA visit on
a cold bleak day

We then went on to see what happens to the residual rubbish which is collected in our wheelie bins. This is burnt in their massive incinerators and converted into electricity which supplies 66,000 homes. We asked about dioxins, the highly poisonous substance emitted by incinerators.  We were told that dioxin levels are tightly monitored by the Environment Agency and that what people see coming from the chimney is only steam. To our surprise we were told that the official London fireworks display on Millennium Night was equivalent to over a century of dioxin emissions from their plant. Perhaps we should be worrying about Guy Fawkes Night.
I wonder if in view of the recession and the threat of “recycling mountains” whether it would be better to burn these products and produce electricity http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/7872037.stm. But there is no spare capacity at the Eco Park to take more rubbish and it is difficult to get planning permission to build other incinerators because of residents’ objections. 
We had been told that the tour would last 90 minutes so having arrived at 10.00am for a 10.30pm start I was expecting that we would leave at about noon. In fact we left at 2.00pm (and this was in spite of me trying to move people on). It was bitterly cold so I was amazed at the stamina of the members of our party. I contacted Wendy afterwards saying we welcomed the staff’s enthusiasm in telling us about their work but suggesting that their time keeping might be a bit more rigorous. She accepted that the tour had gone over time but said that “the wide ranging questions from your group did make time management extremely challenging.” For further information about the Eco Park see www.Londonwaste.co.uk 
WERA Eco team
We have also set up a local “Eco team” of nine households. This is part of a borough-wide Global Action Plan project. We hope to reduce our energy consumption (although the freezing weather is not helpful in his regard) and our waste production. A fuller report will be available at the end of the project in the early summer.

Joyce Rosser

WERA Secretary
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