Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of meeting 19th October 2009
Present:  David Liebeck (chair), Adrian Thomas, Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Ursula Maestranzi, Harry Aspden, Jeff Probst, Antonia Denford, Ros Jenks, Jim Jenks and Jason Beazley         
1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Emily Aristotelous, Dick Hudson and Colin Brewster.
2. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd April were agreed.
3. Matters arising  
There were no matters arising.

4. Treasurer’s report

Joyce reported that £797.50 (at new £3 rate) had been collected for 2009/10 subscriptions. This is equivalent to approximately 265 household members (a few small donations are included).  The 2008/09 subscription income (at £2 rate) was £571 (285 household members). A further £46 for subs (£40 Linzee Road, £3 Warner and £3 Danvers) was handed in at the meeting making total membership for the year so far 280 households.
Expenditure since the AGM has been £40 rent of Moravian Church Hall and £57.44 for photocopying and stationery.
WERA bank account stands at £2454.34 made up as follows: WERA funds £860.57; Paul Eddington Memorial Fund £193.77; East London Community Foundation Grassroots Grant £1400 (full grant is £1560 but ELCF holds back 10% until end of grant report submitted).
5. Alexandra Palace and Park
David reported that further discussions are taking place about the governance of the Palace. Harry, Jack (in place of Dick) and Antonia (for APP CAAC) are to attend a seminar about this on Saturday. It is being recognised that there is a conflict of interest when councillors are trustees. The theatre can no longer be used because the ceiling is unsafe. 

There was discussion about the proposed “Adizone” (which includes tennis walls, climbing wall, shelter, etc.) to be constructed in Newlands Field. Antonia outlined some concerns and agreed to circulate the planning application reference number (this is HGY/2009/1591) on WERA Yahoo group so that members can view the proposals and respond.  
The Redston Fields path proposal is not proceeding because there is no funding for it. Ursula asked for a dog-free area in the park. It was not clear whether Haringey Heartlands (gas works area) planning application has been submitted.

6. Priory Common
Joyce reported that WERA had been awarded a Grassroots Grant for work on the Commons shrubberies. Three work sessions have been held so far involving mapping the shrubs and pruning. It has been agreed to concentrate on the stretch in front of The Priory sheltered accommodation. Developing a plan for the work and ways of tackling some of the heavier tasks such as cutting down trees and digging up roots were discussed. 
7. Traffic
Jeff raised some concerns about the Park Road/Priory Road junction. Cars sometimes turn sharp left into Park Road (having missed the left filter). It was thought unlikely that anything could be done to prevent this as the traffic lights clearly mark it as ahead only. He was also concerned that shrubs might block the view of pedestrians wanting to cross Priory Road from the shops. Speeding traffic on Priory Road was noted. Jeff agreed to ask again about speed recording and a pedestrian crossing at Danvers Road junction.
8. Pavements
A council map was tabled showing the roads across the borough which were being repaved. Locally it is Park Avenue North (completed), a section of Priory Road (completed) and Clovelly Road (to be done). There is no further funding for this. The case of Linzee Road had been raised at the AGM because this is the only road in our patch which has tarmac (not paving stones). However the council said that such roads were not being included. Ursula has reported some raised pavements due to tree roots in Priory Road to the council.

9. Crime and policing matters
Jack asked to be given details of the Safer Neighbourhood Team meetings which he used to attend regularly.
10. Fireworks night
WERA will once again distribute road entry permits with a WERA flyer to all households. This year Park Avenue North will also be blocked.

11. WERA meeting on John Farrer
Hornsey Historical Society has published a book about John Farrer, the architect and surveyor responsible for designing our estate and building many of the houses. Janet Owen, the author of the book and a Park Avenue North resident, has agreed to speak about the book to a WERA meeting in the new year. A date for this will be arranged (probably early February). 

12. Any other business
a) Local shops   Just Natural, the organic shop, is likely to close. However Coral Pharmacy is remaining. It was agreed that residents should be encouraged to use local shops. A WERA publication featuring some of the shops was raised as a possibility.

b) Nature Conservation Officer   It was suggested that Ian Holt, Haringey Nature Conservation Officer, should be invited to speak at a future WERA meeting (possibly the AGM).
13. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Monday 25th January 2010.
David Liebeck

Chair
