Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of meeting 3 April 2008
Present:  David Liebeck (chair), Joyce Rosser, Jeff Probst, Jack Noutch, Ursula Maestranzi, Dick Hudson, Harry Aspden, Adrian Thomas, Ros Jenks, Jim Jenks, Antonia Denford, Jason Beazley and Colin Brewster
1. Apology for absence 
Apology for absence was received from David Shelbourn.
2. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 January 2008 were approved.
3. Matters arising  

a) WERA Guide Residents had been notified (by a flyer to all households and by email) that information about recommended tradespeople and services will be circulated via the WERA email Yahoo group rather than in the form of a printed publication. The Yahoo group system is already in operation and working well. It was agreed that residents could publicise their own services on the Yahoo group (if this became a problem it could be reviewed).
b) WERA Yahoo group A Yahoo group member had complained that there had been too many recent email messages and replies (which go to all members); as a result Dick had altered the settings so that replies only go to the sender – however, this had led to protests from members who wanted to see replies.  The system has now gone back to its original setting. Dick explained that Yahoo group members can reply to everyone in the group or just to the sender. He agreed to send out a clear message to everyone explaining what needs to be done to reply to the sender only.
c) Parking on Priory Road Joyce had written to the council about high-sided vehicles blocking visibility for cars turning out of Warner Road and Danvers Road. A Traffic and Road Safety Officer investigated but replied that action can only be taken if the vehicles are parking illegally. It was agreed to circulate council’s response to committee members and to ask Councillor Gail Engert’s advice.
4. Treasurer’s report
Joyce reported we have paid a £25 subscription to Haringey Federation of Residents Associations and £34.02 for photocopying. There is £321.36 in WERA funds and £193.77 in the Paul Eddington Memorial Fund.
      5.    Alexandra Palace and Park

David reported that the Save Ally Pally group had made a presentation to the Statutory Advisory Board.  WERA representatives at the meeting were not convinced that the group offered realistic solutions. The Firoka company is still interested in taking on the lease. 
Mark Evison, Alexandra Park manager, had spoken to a Friends of Alexandra Park meeting attended by 50 people.

5. Redston Fields path
Residents had been asked whether they were in favour of a path across Redston Fields. Twenty-two people had supported the idea, including the headteacher of a local primary school who said it would encourage parents to walk to and from school through the park. Four residents were opposed to a path and four had raised concerns (would it change the appearance of the park? lead to more traffic? result in anti-social behaviour? etc.). A number of helpful suggestions were made about the design, surface and route of a path.

There was a lengthy and quite heated discussion of this topic. Finally it was agreed that Mark Evison, park manager, would be asked to put forward plans for a path, which could be considered by WERA members.
6. Date and topic for WERA AGM
The AGM will be in late June or the first week of July. Three possible topics were suggested – sustainability; conservation area status; and Alexandra Park and the Redston Fields path. It was agreed to invite Mark Evison to come to the AGM to talk about developments in the park and plans for a path (for members to consider).
7. WERA Newsletter
This will be produced by the end of May for distribution (and subscription collection) in June.

8. Any other business

a) Warner Estate architecture and design A suggestion to have a competition and/or photo exhibition on the website was deferred.
b) Helicopter noise Adrian raised his concerns about this problem, which is due to police and private helicopters. The Mayor of London has commissioned a report into the subject.
c) Priory Road traffic speed Jeff said he had been in contact with Adam Coffman who represents cyclists’ interests. Jack said that Priory Road traffic had been discussed at the Police Panel meeting.
d) Linzee Road trees Jason pointed out that Linzee Road only has eleven trees (even with the three new trees). Harry said that the Tree Department has a limited budget and is trying to allocate trees across the borough. It was recognised that Linzee Road has very few trees, hence the three new ones. WERA should ask for additional trees next winter. In the meantime Linzee Road residents might consider clubbing together to buy some extra trees for their road.
e) Linzee Road planning application WERA had objected to a planning application on the grounds of inappropriate design.
9. Date of next meeting
This will be fixed after the AGM.
David Liebeck

Chair
