Warner Estate Residents Association

Minutes of meeting 8 October 2008
Present:  David Liebeck (chair), Joyce Rosser, Jack Noutch, Ursula Maestranzi, Harry Aspden, Adrian Thomas, Jason Beazley, Emily Aristotelous and Colin Brewster
1. Welcome to new member
David welcomed Emily as the new road representative for Priory Road (north side).
2. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Jeff Probst, Dick Hudson, Antonia Denford, Ros Jenks and Jim Jenks.
3. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 April 2008 were approved.
4. Matters arising  

a) Parking on Priory Road. Joyce wrote to Easyshift requesting that they move their vehicles away from the Warner Road and Danvers Road exits. They agreed to do this. Some camper vans appear to be permanently parked on Priory Road. 

b) Linzee Road planning application. WERA supported local residents in objecting to a planning application but planning permission was granted.

5. Treasurer’s report

Subscription income so far for 2008/09 is £534, a considerable increase on the £420 collected last year. This is equivalent to 267 households in membership. £54.48 had been spent since the AGM (for hire of AGM hall, AGM papers and website transfer fee).
6. Alexandra Palace and Park

David and Harry reported that the Advisory Committee had met the previous night. Cllr Matt Cooke is the current chair of the Trustees. They are now ready to consider a number of developers for different parts of the palace. An independent investigation commissioned by the council into the decision by Keith Holder and Cllr Adje to allow the Firoka company to receive the palace’s income has produced a damning report.  Press reports say that Firoka intends to sue the council over the breakdown of the lease negotiations.
Members were pleased to see that Alexandra Park has won a Green Flag award. There was discussion about fireworks night. WERA members have complained about the funfair music disrupting the fireworks display. Mark Evison, park manager, has written to say that he will deal with this but it is not clear if the problem is the music which actually accompanies the display. WERA has repeatedly asked that the police barriers on our roads remain in place until after the end of the display (police officers are probably moved to deal with the crowds exiting from the park).

Antonia sent a report from Alexandra Park and Palace Conservation Area Advisory Committee (CAAC) which is objecting to the SafeStore signage; is trying to get signage for the park entrances (this appears to have been erected); and is concerned that the Thames Water treatment building is not being painted in the agreed colours (neutral grey-green).

Jack wanted to record his objection to the paving of the Redston Fields path. The WERA AGM voted in favour of this. Objections can  be made when there is a planning application. Members approved of the new bench on Redston Fields. There were questions about the Newlands Road housing development.

Harry reported that British Trust for Conservation Volunteers will be working on the Redston pond. He will circulate details.

7. WERA Yahoo email group and WERA website
The Yahoo group has over 100 members. There have been lively discussions as well as requests for tradespeople and services. Following some controversy on the site, “vetting” of contributions was discussed but the consensus is that “polite freedom of speech” or a “mutual pact” of reasonable behaviour is sufficient. It was thought that the success of the Yahoo group was partly responsible for the new street parties.

8. Parking and other traffic matters
Danny Liebeck discovered that the National Car Rental company was parking dozens of cars in our roads during the summer. She wrote to complain. The cars have now been moved. Members referred to other commercial cars parked in local streets. The legality of this was discussed (are they trading?). Cllr Engert is to raise it at the next Area Assembly meeting.
9. Priory Common
Jack has done further work on the Paul Eddington bench plaque. The annual bulb planting will be on Sunday morning 9 November. An apple tree is to be planted by the Parks Department (paid from the Paul Eddington Memorial Fund).

Some Priory Road residents have complained about the height and denseness of the ancient plane trees on Priory Common which block their light. Alex Fraser has been consulted. Some of the trees could be trimmed but there is no guarantee of funding (it would come from Parks not Streets budget). It was agreed to carry out a survey of Priory Road residents to assess their views.

10. Eco meeting

This will be on Monday 24 November at the Moravian Church Hall. Main speakers will be Ruth Schamroth and Zoe Robertson. It was agreed to serve wine from Just Natural. Joyce will prepare publicity material for distribution with the fireworks night road entry permits. The meeting will also be publicised by email and local posters.
11. Any other business

Safer Neighbourhood Team. Jack reported that he attends the Muswell Hill SNT meetings. He is impressed with Paul Davies, the new sergeant.
12. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be at 8pm on Thursday 29 January 2009.
David Liebeck

Chair

